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LATRST MATL DATES. 





1 | Yokolinu 
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in England, from China, 


oe NOV=0} pyegi 
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BIRTHS. 

At Newshwang, on the 17th January, the 
wife of R. M. Hi of a daughter. 
Eltham-road, Lee, on 
the 19th December, the wife of Eowarp 
Mons, of the H. & S. Banking Corporation, 
Calcutta, of a daughter. 

‘At 33, Rua do Alecrim, Lisbon, on the 
26th Dec., 1876, Mra, Henny Bavanioce, 
jun., of a sou. 














MARRIAGES, 

At Hamburg,on the 19th Deo., Herwasy 
E.G. Anexpnors, Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bauking Corporation, to Excty Jomanxa, 
eldest daughter of Adolph Blass, of Hamburg. 

At St. Bartholomew’s, on the 28th Dec., by 
the Rev, Henry Stevens, a.4., Vicar of Holy 
Trinity Church, Sydenham, Waxter J. Lay, 
of Chins, to Extiy Mariya, eldest daughter 
of T, R. Etheridge, Kirkdale, Sydenhaw, 


DEATAS. 
At Yokohama, on February 4th, Francis 
Watrer Marks, Solici 1d 33 years, 
At Algiers, ou the 24tl of Deceinber last, 
Epaoxp Lei te of Shanghai, aged 37. 
ou the 25ch Dec., Haronp 






























infant son of Robert Inglis and 
Mary Fearon, aged 21 days. 





Aaotification, 





NOTIFICATION. 


Burris Coxsvtare, 
Trextsix, 27th January, 1877. 

r hereby notified that no Chinese 

subject can become a Landrenter 
the British Settlement at this port without 
obtaining in the first place the special 
permission of Her Majesty’s Mivister or 
Chargé @’Affaires, and that no Chinese 
subject, being a Landrenter, can transfer 
his land to avy other Chinese without 
also obtaining the s al permission, 
which permission being first obtained, in 
every case, the Chinese subject has further 
to conform to the same condi of 
tennre as those under which laud is now 
held in settlement by other non- 
British subjects, vi 
writing, in I e, and with the 
officially certified consent of his national 
authority, to obey all regulations made 
or sanctioned, or which may hereafter, at 
any time, be made or sanctioned, by Her 
Majesty’s Minister, or Chargé d’Affaires, 
for the peace, order and good Government 
of the Settlement. 









































J. MONGAN, 
Consul, 
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Tae publication of the North-China Herald 
and Supreme Court & Consular Gazette 
commenced at 4.45 r.at. 
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DIPARTIAL, NOT NEUTRAL, 


SHANGHAI, THURSDAY, FEB, 22, 1877. 





RETROSPECT OF 1876, 

Foreign Relations. The Carisbrooke case, 
which occupied a prominent place in 
onr last retrospect, was settled during 
the summer by the infliction of a 
mitigated penalty of Tis. 5,000. It 
will be remembered that the Carisbrooke, 
a British steamer ranning between Sing- 
apore and Hongkong, was seized by the 
Chinese Revenue craiser Peng-chao-hai, 
on the 12th June, 1875, for landing a 
few passengers who had with them 
twelve chests of opinm, on the coast of 
Hainan. The charge was laid under 
Art, XLVII of the ‘Treaty of Tientsin, 
which lays down that “British “ mer- 
“ chant vessels are not entitled to resort 
“to other than the ports of trade 
“declared open by this treaty. They 
“are not unlawfully to enter other 
“ports in China, -or to carry on clan- 
“destine trade along the coasts there- 
“of, Any vessel violating this pro- 
“vision shall, with her cargo, be sub- 
“ject to confiscation by the Chinese 
“Government.” The caso was tried at 
Canton, before a Court composed of the 
Hoppo and H.B.M. Consul; and, ag 
Sir Brooke Robertson demurred to the 
sentence of confiscation which the 
Hoppo held had been legally incurred, 
the question was referred to Peking; 
the ship being in the meanwhile ro- 
leased ander bond, but the cargo detai 
ed in custody. At Peking, we believe, 
the British Minister also protested that 
the sentence of confiscation would be 
out of all measure harsh and unreason 
able, in view of the trifling fanlt of 
which the Carisbrooke had been guilty, 
and in view especially of the fact that 
steamers had been doing what she had 
done, for a. long time past, without 
interference. Eventually a fine of Tis, 
5,000 was agreed on. 

It was admitted at the time, that the 
Carisbrooke was technically in the wrong, 
under the wording of thetreaty, incalling 
ata place other than an open port ; and it 
was not to be expected that she would 
} get off scot free. We say technically 

in the wrong, because there can be no 
|doubt Articles XVLIT aud XLVI 
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were fraried to meet a totally different 
class of cases. They were not directe 
against regular traders which might 
touch at places on: the*coaét not open 
by treaty; there was no coasting trade 
in those days, such as has now grown 
up; if there had been, and sach a case 
as tlie Carisbrooke’s had been foreseen, 
we may be sure that some provision or 
some penalty would have been arranged, 
of a very much less sweeping nature 
than the “confiscation” which is alone 
mentioned in the treaty. What the 
Glausés were intended to prevent, was 
wholesale trading, such as a vessel 
freighted with opium makizig a special 
voyage to an unopened port, with 
the object of disposing of the whole 
cargo; a very different thing from 
a. ship halting to land passengers 
who have with them a little cargo (in 
the present case ten chests of opium) 
in which the ship owners have no 
interest whatever. It may be question- 
ed, therefore, whether the reduced fine 
steven Tis. 5,000: 908 not excessive, 
or a purely technical irregularity. 
But.a harder penalty eds te the 
Carisbrooke's casé than even the fine of 
Tis. 5,000. The ship was released, 
under bond, soon after the Customs 
enquiry, but the cargo was kept posses- 
sion of by the Customs; and was, we 
cantiot_donbt, very seriously damaged 
when. ib was’ eventually released afer 
a year’s detention. Here again we 
come back to the intention of the 
‘Treaty, which clearly was to attach 
cargo intended to be smuggled ; but the 
cargo intended to be smuggled in the 
resent, case—if there were any such 
intention, even, on the part of the 
passenger owners—was only the twelve 
chests of opium Janded at Hainan. 
‘The remainder of the freight was for 
Hongkong, Canton, and Swatow, and 
should, in all justice, have been released 
directly that fact was established. That 
it should have been treated otherwise, 
is an act of outrageous injustice to its 
perfectly innocent owners, who are 
punished by its detention and deteriora~ 
tion for a fault in which they had not 
the slightest share.—The altered con- 
ditions of trade have, in short, obviously 
made necessary some regulations defin- 
ing the purport of the articles under 
which the Carisbrooke was accused, and 
which were evidently framed with an 
object quite different from that which 
they were, in the present instance, made 
to serve. 

The case had, however, one good 
effect; it led to the immediate opening of 
Kiungchow, the capital of Hainan; 
which had been allowed to remain shut 
for sixteen years after its declaration as 
an open port by the Treaty of Tienstin. 
Kinngchow was formally opened on 
the 1st April, and experience so far has 
gone to show that it has good com- 
‘mercial capabilities. The import and 
export trade have rapidly increased 
with the facilities for carriage afforded 
by’steamers; and it is thought the open- 
ing of Pakhoi, on the opposite coast of 
Kwangtang, will tend still farther to 
develope the carrying trade by making 
it worth the while of steamers to ply 
regularly between Hongkoug and the 
two Western ports.. It has been sug- 
gested that the port of Hai-an, on the 
Mainland on the opposite side of the 
Strait, might be usefully opened as a 


dependency of Kinngchow, as Keelung 
ae Samet in Formosa, or Takow of 

‘iwan. ‘i-an is the shipping depdt 
for th sugar predaced in tuo Leiiow 
peninsula, which is its chief staple of 
trade, and if it were made a port of call 
steamers could pick up the sugar there 
at once, and-the expense, risk and delay 
of bringing it across the Straitin junks, 
be avoided. In any case Kinngchow 
bids fair to do a fair business on its 
own merits; it is only to be regretted 
its opening was not claimed earlier, 
and such misunderstandings as that of 
the Carisbrooke avoided. 

Another case which has been. settled 
during the past year, is that of the Ger- 
man schooner Anna, which had been the 
subject of some angry. negociations both 
at Peking and with the provincial an- 
thorities of Fohkien. It will be remem- 
Bered that the Anna sailed from Amoy 
in September, 1875, with a cargo of 
sngar for Tientsin; but the Chinese 
mutinied on the ‘voyage, murdered 
the master and mate, threw the bodies 
overboard. and carried off the vessel 
to the island of Pih-seang. No inter- 
ference seems to have been offered by 
the local officials, to whom it must have 
been patent that a Chinese crew could 
not be honestly in ssion of a 
foreign ship; and when the facts 
had come to light and the German 
authorities claimed that justice should 
be done upon the offenders,. great 
backwardness was still shown in bring- 
ing them to trial and in punishing the 
petty officials who had connived at the 
plunder. The German Goverament 
did well to insist on the authorities 
performing their duty in this respect, 
and it is little to the credit of the latter 
that so much pressure was needed to 
compel them to perform an act of 
obvious justice. Eventually four of 
the mutineers were arrested and three 
condemned to death ; compensation for 
the ship and cargo was exacted, and 
satisfactory promises were given for the 
punishment of the petty officials. 

The case was very similar to that of 
the British lorcha Mandarin, whose 
Chinese crew murdered the master 
on her way from Chinkiang to 
Shanghai, in the year 1873, and 
carried off the vessel to Soongmen 
‘on the coast of Chekeang. Two Con- 
sular officers were despatched in search, 
and succecded in discovering her traces, 
bat the voyage was interrupted by the 
gunboat ranning short of coal, and the 
case seems to have been subsequently 
abandoned. Nearly three years after, 
evidence of the Mandarin having been 
seen at different times on the coast was 
placed before the British Minister, in a 
sufficiently definite form to require that 
a thorough search should be again insti- 
tuted; and H.M.S. Thalia undertook, in 
January Inst, to carry out the parpose. 
She failed to discover the whereabouts 
of the missing vessel, but enquiries 
made at various points along the coast 
were pretty conclusive that she was 
afloat and trading in the hands of 
natives between non-treaty ports. As 
a consequence of discoveries made dar- 
ing the cruise, several men were arrested 
at Soongmen, who were shown to have 








been concerned in the disposal of a con- 
siderable part of the cargo; the chief 
purchaser in fact being @ connexion of 
her lowdah. These men were taken to 


Ningpo, brought tg Shanghai, and after- 
wards sent, back to ‘Ningpo, where all 
trace of them dppears to be lost. We have 
heatd ndthihg more of the matter for 
months past, and it seems to have been 
again allowed to drop just as success 

ed within reach. The spasmodic 
ive proceddings of the 
in this cise contrast 
unfavourably with the energetic action 
of the , which secured satisfac- 
tion within eight months of the occur- 
rence of the crime. 

Another trouble connected with ship- 
ping, though of a different character, 
has occurred at Chinkeang. The Com- 
missioner of Customs, or some member 
of his staff, conceived the idea in the 
early part of the year that the Chinese 
Navigation Co.'s hulk was causing harm 
to the Band, by directing the current of 
the river against its face; and an 
order was issued directing its imme- 











diate removal. A report obtained 
from a Civil Engineer, showing 
the impression to be totdlly un- 





founded, failed to hinder the decision; 
nor was the interference of H. M. Con- 
sal, who proposed a reference of the 

nestion to Peking, of greater effect. 

in the 20th May, an order was issued 
prohibiting the use of the hulk for the 
purposes of landing or discharging 
cargo, thus practically stopping the 
Company’s business, as there is no other 
available site. Two officers of H.M. Navy 
were specially delegated to survey the 
spot, and agreed that the halk was per- 
fectly harmless: but that what was doing 
harm wasa pinnacle rockin its immediate 
Vicinity, which did cause a deflection 
of the current against the Bund and 
ought to be destroyed. The Commis- 
sioner, however, was still obdurate, and 
one of the mist tyrannical acts that we 
have lately heard of, remains un- 
remedied. The claim of the C. N. Com- 
pany for damages on this account alone 
would absorb a considerable portion of 
the Tis. 200,000 at which Sir Thomas 
Wade fixed the indemnity due from the 
Chinese Government under all heads, 
last autumn. 

Serious outbreaks against ‘missionaries 
and their converts occurred during the 
year, in Anhwei and in Szechuen, re- 
sulting in the latter case especially in 
much destruction of life and property. 
Early in the year, an address which 
report ascribed to the Literary Chan- 
cellor of Szechuen, was circulated 
among the literati, speaking against 
foreigners in langnage with which the 
pamphlet called “Death Blow to 
Corrapt Doctrines,” the famous me- 
morial of Wojén, and other similar effu- 
sions have familiarised us—and urging 
a jehad for their extermination. Hostile 
placards and assemblies followed quickly 
upon its promulgation, and hostile 
action against the Christian population 
as naturally followed these exhortations. 
The district on the north of the river, 
immediately opposite Chungking, seems 
to have been the especial theatre of 
disturbance. 

Writing on the 24th April, our 
informant stated that 300 houses had 
been pillaged, demolished, or burned ; 
that 14 Christians had been massa- 
cred, of whom two had been burned 
alive; and that even the pagans had 
had four men kil and some houses 





destroyed, for tryiig to help their 
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Christian neighbours. So far from 
endeavouring to check these outrages, 
it is alleged that the istrate of 
Kiangpeh caused to be published on the 
22nd April, to the sound of gong, that 
whoever aided the Christians should be 
treated like them, Nor had the Taotai 
of Chungking shown a greater inclina- 
tion to restore order. He had issued no 
proclamation, nor taken any efficacious 
step for that purpose ; the nataral result 
being that the rioters thought the man- 
darins favoured them and grew in 
boldness. A rumour was even afloat 
that the Militia of Kiangpeh were to be 
assembled in arms, with a view to 
carry the attack into Chungking. 
But the townspeople were said to be 
alarmed at the prospect, and to bo 
afraid that the rioters, in pillaging the 
numerous Christians of Chungking, 
might accidentally include some non- 
Christian houses in the programme. A 
meeting of notables was accordingly 
held, with a view to request the 
Taotai to do his daty and protect all 
alike from farther ontrage. In the mean- 
time, business was suspended, strangers 
being frightened at. the ramours which 
were travelling far and wide in the 
province. For, at a distance, it was 
reported that Changking was already 
beseiged by the insurgent rioters.— 
For some time longer, the outrages 
wenton; but eventually, the representa~ 
tions made at Peking by the French 
Minister impelled the Central Govern- 
ment to interfere, The Peking Gazette 
of Oct. 28th contained an edict directing 
the officials to do their daty; and as 
wo have not heard lately of farther 
trouble, we presume order has been 
restored. 

The disturbances in Anhwei broke 
ont later in the wr, and ay ir to 
hhaye boen connected ‘with the extra- 
ordinary “ Paper-man” excitement which 
we described under our Political head 
ing. The outbreak is attribated to 
the machinations of a military man- 
darin (who had also a literate degree), 
named Fang Tong-lin. He commenced 
by giving expositions of the famous 
edict of Kang-hi, and invented the 
term “Shen-jen Kino,” or “ Religion 
of the Holy Man” (Confacius), in 
opposition to that of “ien-cha Kiao,” 
or “Religion of the Lord of Heaven,” 
which is the common appellation of 
the Roman Catholics, He put forth 
placards bearing also the inscription 
“Tien, Ti, Kian, She, Tsin”—Heaven, 
Earth, Emperor, Master, Parents, as a 
brief summary of principles. These 
were largely circulated, and favours 
and protection were promised to those 
who joined the sect, while wrath was 
threatened against those who adhered 
to Christianity. If this man was the 
head, 2 Honan man named Ho-kin 
seems to have been the hand of the 
conspiracy. We have not space to 
explain the steps by which he worked 
up tho excitement that culminated in 
the outbreak. The tales of paper-men, 
tail-cutting, and other sorceries, were 
cleverly applied to the missionaries and 
hele followers; and with a band, com- 

ed principally of Honan men, Ho-kin 
Porpelrated,, on the 13th of July, a 
Efdeous outragoat Lotson. A (Chinese) 
priest was murdered; the body was 
stripped, mutilated, and burnt; and 
two of the catechumens were also 








assassinated. The girls in the school on 
the mission premises were distributed 
amon; ng chiefs ot te band, and 
the church was and 
destroyed. The school ‘lso was pened. 
Bat here we come to one of those 
curious circumstances which seem 
always to furnish a sort of excuse for 
the extraordinary tales which are from 
time to time circulated about mission- 
aries and their converts. Before the 
fire, Ho-kin found, in a chest, some 
paper figures of angels, which the 
native Christians have a custom of 
attaching to branches of fir or palm, on 
Palm Sunday. These were, of course, 
a great “find.” He carried off the box, 
added a queue to its contents, and then 
spread the report that he had found on 
themission premises these terrible paper- 
men which caused so many disasters ; 
and the queue enclosed in the chest was 
of course convincing proof of the gail 
of the priest Wang, who had been 
murdered. 

‘The riot at Lotsen was only the first 
of a series. Converts were massacred, 
or had to fly to the hills; their houses 
were pillaged, churches were pulled 
down. The Mandarins were inert in the 
face of the storm, either sympathising 
with the rioters or not caring to attempt 
to stem the current. Fang Tong-lin 
caused a proclamation to be widely 
posted, exhorting the Christians to 
repent and renounce the religion they 
had embraced, if they cared for life. 
A number of the catechumens listened 
and recanted; but the older Christians 
remained firm. The tail-cutters were 
:tive, appearing before the Mandarins 
and accasing the missionaries of having 

‘id them to exercise their turbulent 
endantey. The climax was at Shooey- 
tong, which was the missionary head- 
quarters of the district. There was the 

eral depot of the matériel of the 
Ring-kwo ’ district—library, chapels, 
farnitare. On the 24th of July, the 
Shooey-tong establishment -was razed 
to the ground. The buildings were 
illaged, and their very foundations 
Heampenred. Among ths plander was 
apillow, stuffed with hair, which was 
of course declared to be a collection of 
the hair of quenes cut off by the mis- 
sionaries and their agents! ‘The body 
of a child who had been killed by some 
malefactor was lying in one of the 
rooms, and was of course declared to be 
there for the purpose of farnishing 
medicine and sorcery. In a corner of 
the garden was the coffin of an Italian 
priest. This was torn open ; the body 
stripped, decapitated, and given to the 
dogs. Bat it is sickening to enumerate 
the atrocities committed under the 
eye of officials who seem not to have 
lifted a finger to stay the riots. The 
active representations of the mission- 
aries, of the French Consul-General, 
and of the French Minister, at length 
induced the higher authorities to bestir 
themselves in the matter, and order 
was restored, the es were made 
good, and the priests re-instated. 











Summary of Hews. 





The French mail of the 29th December 
16th iuataut, by the MB. 





‘The English mail of the 5th January 
arrived on the 19th, by the P. & O. str 
Travancore. 

A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. str. Zambesi, 


We are glad to learn that the Treaty 
Consuls have refused their cousent to the 
Lekin Exemption rules proposed by th 
Taotai, and think very much as we hav 
argued, that it is sufficient for him to 
order the discontinuance of the levy. 

The Sinpao publishes a series of procla- 
mations by the Taotai, and by the Offices 
for the collection of lekin on foreign 
goods and on opium, affirming the ex- 
emption of foreign goods from lekin within 
the Settlements of Shanghai, on and after 
the first day of the Now-Year. ‘From 
the first day of the 3rd year of Kwang-sii 
(13th Feb., 187), all bond fide imports of 
foreigu origin, with the exception of 
opium, may be sold in the foreign Settle- 
ments of Shanghai, without paying lekin 
taxes.” Opium, of course, is in the ame 
position as before, having been specially 
excluded from the benefit of the new 
arrangement by the 3rd Clause of the 





























Trade section of the Chefoo Convention, 
which appetrs to have been since agreed 
to by Mr. von Brandt and the other 
foreign Ministers, 

We undorstand that the Rules to be ob- 
served in pursuance of the new Regulations 
regarding the redemption of Drawbacks 
areas follows :—The merchant, before pro- 
ceeding to the Customs’ Bank to receive 
his money, must first prosent his con- 















vertible drawback certificate to the 
jioner of Customs for verification, 
Such drawback 







ouly be available for conversion into 
cash, and may not be tendered in payment 
of other daties. 

‘The annual meeting ofthe Shanghai Race 
Club was held Tuesday.—Afler the passing 
of the accounts, which showed a balance 
in hand of Tis. 1,933.89; plans for the 
rebuilding of the stables at the Grand 
Stand wero examined and discussed. The 
cost is not to exceed ls, 5,000 and the 
reconstruction is to be proceeded with 
gradually, so as to avoid getting into 
debt. Tho plans wero ultimately agrood 
to unanimously. —'Tho next business 
was the election of stewards. Mess 
Hitch and Fergusson retired, and it was 
understood that Mr. Paterson would be 
likely shortly to do #0, ‘The following 
were elected, Messrs, Hart, Low, Wain 
wright, Overbeck, Boyd, Coutts, and 
Ringer.—A conversation, raised by Mr. 
Love, took place as to the expediericy of 
expunging the fifteenth By-law, aud a 
vote, taken by way of an expression ‘of 
opinion merely, resulted in favour of 
a0, The power to doal with the 






































By-laws rests with the Stewards, but ‘it 
was thought better that they should 
be guided by the opinion of the members 
present.—A anggestion by Mr, Waller, 
that the annual meeting of the Club shall 
in future be held in January, will be eon- 
sidered at a special mooting. 
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‘A general meeting of members and 
friends of the N.-C. Branch of the Royal 
AsiatieSociety wasleld on Tuesday evening. 
‘There was @ more than usually numerous 
attendance, several ladies being present. 
W. Kingamill, thenewly elected Pres- 











prosented to Mr, W. H. Medburst, the 
Ite President of the Society, on his 
departure for home, together with that 
gentleman's reply.—In accordance with 
the new Rule, the following were declared 
duly elected members of tho Society :-— 
HLE, the Hon. J. H, Ferguson, Drs. Krauel, 





Hopkins, and B. Christiernsson ; Messrs. 
Schmidt, Wade, Moller, Schultze, Rochet, 
R. Starkey, H. J. Fisher, A. Davenport, 
and G. G. Lowder. —The President 
explained the non-production of Mr. 
‘Martin’s Museum Report, which through 
pressure of business he had himself 
forgotten to bring, but he was certain 
the meeting would join him in offering 
@ cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Martin 
for tho same,—'his was agreed to 
unanimously, and there being no other 
business, the President proceeded to 
deliver his inaugural address, Although 
lengthy, the address, which embraced a 
review of recent geological researc! 
bearing especially on the glacial theory, 
and an expression of opinion on the 
period immediately antecedent to history, 
was lit to with attention through- 
out, interest being considerably 
heightened by the exhibition of numerous 
organic remains found, we believe, in 
Szechuev.—'the Rev. J. ‘Thomas proposed 
a voto of thanks to Mr. Kingsmill, which 
was carried by acclamation, and the pro- 
coodings terminated. 

‘Tho annual meeting of the congregation 
of Union Chapel was hold last evening, 
when resolutions of importance to the 
congregation and church generally were 
brought forward aud considered, 

‘The roport of the China Fire Insurance 
Company shows a net profit for 1875 of 
$67,709 (after paying u dividend at the 
rale of 12 por cout, to shareholders) of 
which it is proposed to apply $22,394 to 
the payment of a bonus of 20 per cent. to 
the contributing shareholders for that 
year, and toada the balance to the Reserve 
Fund.—Tho Working account for 1876 
shows a balance of $144,304 at credit on 
the 3ist December last; but it must be 
remembered that the new arrangement, 
under which tie payment of a fixed half 
yearly interest was discontinued, came into 
operation last year; and $48,000 on this 
account would have to be deducted in 
comparing with the results of former 
years, ‘The Directors propose now to 
declare a dividend at the rate of 12 
pet cont, per share, which the profits 
justify, notwithstanding a loss of $45,000 
by the recent fire at Yokohama, 

‘Phe Hongkong and Shanghai Bauk report 
for the past half year, shows that the rough 
aummary we gave a short while ago, was 
very nearly correct. ‘The net profits, 
including $38,085 brought forward from 
Inst account, amount to $502,802, of 
which $488,824 are ‘available for dis- 
tribution. A divideud of £1 per 
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hare will absorb $177,777 ; $300,000 are 
to be carried to Reserve, aud $11,047 are 
carried forward. Messrs. Keswick and 
Tobin join the Board of Directors, and 
Mr. Aoppius is to be Chairman. The 
meting was to be-held ontlie 15th inst. 
‘The report of the Hongkong Fire Insur- 
ance Company shows a net profit of 
$190,000 for 1875, out of which $57,000 
is carried to Reserve, $38,000 paid to 
contributing shareholders, and $95,000 
distributed as a dividend at the rate of 
$23.75 per cont. on the paid-up capital 
The Reserve Fund now stands at $564,202, 
making the shares worth intriusically $617, 
without allowance for outstanding risks.— 
‘The working account. of 1876 shows a 
balance of $244,445 at credit. 
‘The Marine Engineers’ Institute, which 
was opened at the Temperance Hall about 
twelve months’ ago, may now be regarded 
asa permanent institution. At the annual 
meeting of the members held on Wedues- 
day evening, the Secretary reported that 
there were now 60 paying members on the 
books, and a balance in hand of $89, The 
library consisted of over 500 volumes of 
books, aud during the year the rea 
room had been well supplied with home 
and foreign newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals. The Very Rev. Dean Butcher 
delivered an address, aud Mr. Buchanan, 
the President of the 
Mr. Nesbitt, second engineer on the 
steamer Europe, with a valuable microscope 
best essay on 



































which, it may be anid, was not flattering 
tothe Celer A report of the proceed- 
ings will be found in another page. 

‘The offices of the U.S. Consulate-General 
are advertised to “be closed to-day, the 
Occasion being Washington's birthday. 

We are pleased to hear that the sub- 
scription lists opened by Bishop Burdon 
in Hongkong, for the relief of the sufferers 
by famine in the North of China, amounted 
by last accounts to $2,440 00. Cheques for 
this sum were forwarded by the Customs 
mail of the Gth aud 20th instaut, to the 
Rev. W. N. Hall of the Methodist Mis- 
sion Tiontsin, and to the Rey. D. C. McCoy 
of the Ainericau Presbyterian Mi 
Peking. Wo are authorised to mention 
that any further subscriptions seut in to 
the Secretary of the Municipal Council, 
will be forwarded by the next opportunity 
to these Missionaries, who are at the scene 
of thie famine, 

Tudgment has 
of the ©.N. Co. 
of the defendant as regards the larger 
amount of Tls, 6,073.30, and in favour of 
the plaintiffs as rogards the Tis, 57.18. 
‘Tho Judge held that, although a principal 
is linble for the tort or negligence of his 
agent, yet we are to understand the 
doctrine with ils just limitation, that the 
tort or negligence occurs in the course of 
the agency. A principal is not liable for 
the acts of his.agent in matters beyond 
the scope of his agency unloss he 
expressly autho 
has subsequently adopted them. 
was certainly acting’ beyond the scope of 
his agency in misappropriating money. — 
‘The Tis. 57.18 was altogether another mat- 
ter. It was simply a brokerage which 
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Shaw entered as paid, but. which he had 
never paid; and in being required to 
repay it, Francia & Co. are simply required 
to rectify an erroneous entry. Shaw may 
or may not coutrived to pocket 
the’ sum himself, but he at any rate 
neglected to pay it, and plaintiffs could 
not be debited with it in.their generel 
account with Francis & Co, 

‘Monday, in the Civil Summary Cont, 
before R. A. Mowat, Esq., a Chinese 
named He Fukes sued Mr. F, A. Groom to 
recover $99.99, for brokerage alleged to 
be due on the sale of a piece of laud to 
defendant for ‘Tis, 2,351.50. The land 
formerly belonged to Way Yuen-chong, 
mho, being indebted to Way King-keo in 
the sum of Tis, 4,000, had parted with 
land to the Intter in part payment of his 
debts. Mr. Groom wanted to buy it, 
and thinking Way-yuen-chong was till 
the owner, he his compradore 
to him, Way-yuen-chong, being absent 
from Shanghai, the compradore found 
out He Fukee, who was origin 
ally in Way Yuen-chong’s employ. as a 
purser, and was by him taken to Way 
King-kee, After discussing the terms 
with Way King-kee, all proceeded to Mr. 
Groom's, and thero as He Fukeo alleges, 
Mr. Groom promised him ‘tls, 58.70, by 
way of commission upon the sale of the 
laud that was then completed at the rate 
of Tis. 500 per mow. Mr. Groom denied 
that he promised He Fukee any definite 
sum, because he did not recognise him asa 
regular broker in the transaction, though 
he admitted he promised to give him 
something as recompense for the slight 
trouble he had taken in the matter, when 
the business was compl Plaintiff was 
clorely cross-examined by Me. Groom to 
show whether he was really carrying on 
business as a broker und was therefore 
eutitled to charge the 2b per cent. he 
claimed.—Plaintiff said he had been a 
broker for the lust fourteen mouths, and 
during that time had completed two trans 
actions in laud besides the dispute. 
Tu those two he was paid brokerage at 
the rate of five per cont., the value 
of the land in each caso being under 
Tis, 2,000.—Mr, Groom still conten- 
dod that plaintiff had failed to prove his 
‘claim to be considered a regular broker: 
d His Honour then caused plaintiff to 
write the names and addresses of the people 
he had been concerned for in the two prior 
sales spoken of, and suggested that Mr. 
Groom should take au adjournment in 
order to have time to satisfy himself whe- 
ther the plaintiff had, since he had left 
Way Yuen-chong’s employ, really been 
doing business as a broker.—Mr, Groom, 
however, declined the snggestion, ond His 
Honour said that in that caso, he would 
have to tuke it as proved, on the plaintiff's 
statement, that he was a’ broker, and 
judgment would have to be giyen in his 
favour for commission as such. De- 
feudant’s own compradore 
had “heard defendant pri 
the plaintiff Tis. 50, and an 
would be made upon defendant to pay 
‘Tle, 58.77, ‘which was the sum plaintiff 
was entitled to at 24 per cent, with o 
Court.—Me. Groom aaid he should appeal 
agaiust the decision, on the points of 
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precedent and custom ; as he wislied it to 
be definitely settled whether a Chineso, 
even granting he was a broker, wasentitled 
to charge a foreigner 24 per cent. broker- 
age. ‘The two trauaactions plaintiff had 
apoken of wero between Chinese, and 
did not touch the present cas 

peated that ho was quite 
the plaintiff something for 
say 1} per cout. or something like that.— 
His Honour said it seemed to him that 
plaintiff was entitled to recover Tis. 58.77, 
and hehadmade an orderfor t! 

‘Mr. Groom asked that it should be entered 
in the judgment of the Court that it was 
the custom in such transactions betwee 

Chinese and foreigners, that foreigners are 
to be charged 2h per cent. brokerage. —Hi 

Honour said there would be no write 
judgment, aud that there would only be 
the usual order for the amount awarded. 
the whole matter would be 

































An incident happened at the Mixed 
Court, Monday, which will hardly, wo 
imagine, be allowed to pass without some 
official noti George Ford summoned 
two of his servants for making a dis 
turbance—arising as usual out of a dispute 
about wages, But Ohéu, saying the 
Chineso authorities were of opinion justice 
had not been done in a case where Ford 
was tried before the Supreme Court for 
murdering a Chinese—declined to hear 
complaint brought by him in the 
Mixed Court.—We are not going to argue 
right or wrong in his 
le the question, But 
tence once 



















tho justice or inja 
pasted on the compl not affect 
the guilt of the defendants ; and what 
Chén is asked to do is to try his own 
countrymen, not Ford. 

Sir ‘Thomas Wade arrived in London on 
tho 4th January, 

Wo hear that Mr, Woodruff, the presont 
Commissioner of Customs at Chinkeang, 
to goto Wahu, and will be succocded 
by Mr. J. Macleavy Brown, 

Wo rogrot +: learn-from the Daily Press 
that Sir Brooke Robertson is much worse 
again, Ho has had a relapse, and his 
condition is considered grave. 

We hear that orders have beon issued 
by some “largo mandarin” in the North 
—prosumably Li Hung-chang, from whom 
all things seem now to emanate—that 
junks trading botweon Shanghai and ‘li 
tain are to carry red and green lights 
afiized, 
gentleman in Sh 
other day, to describe these lamps, where 
they should be placed, which colour on 
hich side, &e., by the owner of t 
who announced that he was going to 
procure them and have them ready against 
the re-opening of the Peiho.. The other 
junk-owners will have to follow auit, we 
protume, by theaame time ; and the danger 
of collisions which is ao frequent under the 
present ayatom will be thus greatly dimin- 
inked, Of course, if they can, the Chinese 
will exhibit the lighta on the wrong side, 
hinder part before, or in some other way 
than they are intended; but we believe 
the sockets of the lamps used in English 
ships are 20 coi 

























































properly. In any case the appearance of 
lights will show steamers that there is some 
object which is not a steamer, and which 
it is their business to avoid ; and we know 
too well how very imperfectly the old 
ayatem of burning paper, or of waving oF 
hoisting a feeble Chinese lautern, conveyed 
this warning. 

‘The most remarkable instance wo ha 
known of bread returning many y 
after it has been cast upon the waters, is 
furnished by the following paragraph in a 
late American paper 

“A great discovery is reported to have 
been made by a surgeon of the English 
army in China, to preveut pitting or mark- 
ing the face. ""The mode of treatmout fs 2 
follows :—Whou in smallpox the preceding 
fover is at its height, and just before the 
eruption xppears, the chest is thoroughly 
rubbed with croton oil and tartar om 
ointment. ‘This causes the whole of the 
eruption to appear on 




































from attacking the 
‘this is anid to be now 
node of treatment in the 
English aemy in China, by genoral orders, 
and is regarded as perfectly effectual.” 


Old residents in Shanghai, who were her 
during the war and the two or three aub- 
aoquent years when British troops were 
quartered at Shanghai, will remember that 
Dr. Rennie, who was Seuior Surgeon here 
at the time, invented the mode of treat- 
ment above described, though with what 
success we aco hardly prepared to say. 
We remembor, however, that the men had 
such a horror of it that they used to pray 
their regimental Surgeons uot to send 
them to tho hospital, where they ‘ would 
be rubbed.” 

Wo hare received a pamphlet entitled 
“(A short account of Tea and the Toa 
Trade,” by Reginald Hanson, a.4., FS 4. 

Wo have to acknowledge Part I of 
Dictionary in the Cantoneso 
Dialect,” Iately published by Dr. Eitel, at 
Hongkon, 

‘Tho steady increase in tho import of 
Indian Teas into England has been often 
noticed in our columns; but a table pub- 
ished in connexion with Messrs. Lloyd & 
Cheshire’s “Indian Tea Market Review, 
by this mail, shows this so forcibly that 
is worth quoting the figures 









































as 1s72 1873 sre 
15,457,900 | 16,944,000 | 18,307,000 | 17,878,000 
1815 1878 


24,883,000 | 29,884,000 
The import in 1866, ten years ago, was 
only 5,000,000 Ibs. 

The Calcutta Englishman says 
Chinese with savings amounting to 
thousand dollars, and three returu coo 
holding bills for £1,500 sterling, arrived 
Jast month from Trinidad, as passengers by 
Royal Mail and P. and O. ste 
‘This contrasts rather favourably with the 
picture disclosed by the Mission of Enquiry, 
of the condition of the Chinese emigrants 
in Cuba, 

A Renter’s telegram in tho Times, dated 
‘Tashkend, January 3rd, says :—The Russi 
Expedition, under Captain Kuropall 
which has been up to the present time 
staying in Kashgar, left for Tokeoum, 
1,200 Russian verats to the east of Kashgar, 
in order to meet Yakoob Beg. At Toksoum 
Captain Kuropatiin hopes to be able to 
effect « junction with Petrowalaky. 
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H.B.M.’s Consul at Trexrstw notifies that 
8 Ohineso subject cannot become a Land- 
renter in the British Concession without 
the special permission of H.M.’s Minister 
and undertaking, with the officially certi- 
fied consont of his national authority, to 
obey all regulations made for the good 
government of the Settlement.—Apropos 
de quoi? It would be interesting to know, 

A Foockow correspondent says Mr. 
Hobson, Commissioner of Customs, and 
Mr. van Stappen, Assistant, have proceeded 
in the at. Leng Feng to Won-chow, 
to open the Custom Honse at that 
port.—We are also informed that Mr. 
T. M. Brown, of Carisbrooke notoriety, 
has been appointed Deputy Commissioner, 
in-door staff, at Canton, and is succeeded 
by Captain Clayaon, late of the Feihoo. 
Captain Cocker will tke charge of the 
Feihoo, and Captain Farrow of the Leng 
Fang. 

The following is @ dorcription of the 
manner in wh urgent chief of : 
Kwetosow, 

























dogreo in 
1872,—was put to death, as reported at the 
time by an eyo witness :— The Criminal 
Tudgo, attended by executioners, in the 
presence of the assembled armies, ordered 
Kao Ho to be atrippod naked and wound 
around with strong iron wire, each coil 
being a fow inchos from the other and 
drawn ao tightly that it caused the flo 
to rise between the coils, When this was 
done and he was securely bound to « 
sinke, the executioners began their work 
of slowly picking the flesh from the bones 
with sharp iron instruments something 
like ® three-pronged fork . To 
ive © little variety to their amusement, 
the executioners boheaded several inferior 
rebel chiefs while Kao Ho was left stand- 
ing, and then returning to him, they cut 
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ancient civilisation and 
which produce such results ? 


A rumour, of which. two or three 
versions were current in the Settlement 
on Saturday, was brought by the M.B. 
steamer Hiroshima Maru from Nacasaxr, 
One version was to the effect that, on the 
day after the opening of the Kioto and 
Kobo railway by the Mikado, hin Majoaty's 
escort was attacked by Satsuma met 
hose object avemed to be to got posses- 
sion of the person of the Mikado, In 
the mélée that ensued the Prime Minister 
was killed, Another vorson was that t! 
person killed was tho Prime Minister's 
secretary. ‘These rumours are said to have 
been telegeaphed from Yokohama to 
Nagasaki after the Hiroshima Maru lind 
proceeded on her voyage from the former 
place. £t will be remembered that we 
said in our Inst summary of Yokohama 
nows, that 60,000 Satsuma men were r 
ported to be under arms ; aud the present 
telegram is further said to state that 30,000 
of these had brokenoutintoactual rebellion, 
determined to attempt the overthrow of 
the Government, unless the question of 
their pensions ia satisfactorily settled, 

Yoxonama papers some curious 
particulars of reported loan (chiefly in 
tice) from Japan to China, 
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Gditoyial Selections. 





THE BLOCKADE OF HONGKONG. 
‘Tar..new Blue Book which has been 
published on the Hongkong Blockade 
question, exhibits, in the clearest pos- 
sible light the abuses which that 
system involves, and the cause of its 
perpetuation, Nine-tenths of the re- 
‘sponsibility for the inaction of the 
Home Government in the matter rest on 
the shoulders of Sir Brooke Robertson. 
The Colonial Government has stated 
the case clearly and forcibly in its 
despatches to Downing Streot, and 
Lord Carnarvon appreciates the position 
and shares the annoyance of the Hong- 
kong community, at the action of the 
Chinese craisers, Again and again he 
presses the matter on the Foreign 
Office, with whom of course the duty 
of taking action’ must lie; and again 
and again his request falls flat before 
the pro-Ohinese advocrey of Sir Brooke 
Robertson, who would seem almost ready 
to acquiesce in a Chinese demand for the 
recognition of Chinese sovereignty over 
Hongkong, if it should occur to the 
Kwangtung authorities to advance such 
acclaim. Ho admits that some abuses 
may exist, but thinks they are greatly 
exaggerated; has frequently “spoken 
to the high authorities in a friendly 

“way,” but deprecates any pressure, 
appears to sympathise with their refusal 
to supply a copy of the native tariff, 
and can see apparently no better 
remedy than helping the Chinese by 
appointing “an English officer from 
the Canton Inspectorate of Customs, 
with Consular rank,” with whom the 
Hongkong Government could discuss 
cases of seizure and injustice. It i 
simply irritating to turn from Lord 
Carnarvon’s clear and vigorous “de- 
spatches, to ,the reasons for doing 
nothing which are put forward by the 
British Consul at Canton, and which 

lently neutralise in Lord Derby's 
mind the more statesman-like views ot 
collesgue. Lord Carnarvon “is 

“moat anxious that, if possible, steps 

“should be taken immediately throvgh 

sie good offices of Lord Derby, to 


























tally prevails in the Colony, and 
o-remove any impression that -Her 
“Majesty's Government underrate the 
“gravity of the complaints which have 
“boon urged go long and so strenuously 
“by the mercantile community, or are 
indisposed to afford them the pro- 
tection and relief to which they may 
“be fairly entitled.” Ho accepts and 
endorses certain proposals made by Sir 
Arthar Kennedy, and which appear to 
have the approval of the Hongkong 
Chamber of Commerce; but is promptly 
met by Sir Brooke Robertson’s non. 
porumus, and the weary work has to 
‘be recommenced. The British Consul 
sémewhat tardily explains one grievance 
which would appear sufficiently onerous 
in itself to justify the irritation which 
séeins’to him so unreasonable. We are 
now told that the native trade between 











Hongkong and the mainland of China 
is subjected to the payment of double 
duties—that is to say, the Foreign tariff 
duties imposed under the Treaty of 
Tientsin on the trade carried on with 
China by British subjects, in addition 
to the “Nei-ti-shui” or native export 
and import duties to which the native 
trade has alwaya been liable. The 
Chinese are willing to pay the native 
taxes—both import and export, thongh 
why “ the Hoppo should levy an export 
duty on goods leaving Hongkong, as if 
the Colony were part of Kwangtung, 
most people will share Lord Carnarvon 
difficulty in understanding. Even Sir 
Brooke seems to think the double duty 
too much, but argues in favour of the 
Treaty tariff. Lord Carnarvon does 
not see what the Tientsin Treaty has 
to do with the matter, bat in any case 
“fails to perceive how any reading of 
it can justify the exaction of both the 
Foreign and Native duty,” and again 
urges the matter on the attention of 
Lord Derby, with clear hint that if 
he would leave Sir Brooke Robertson’s 
views aside for the moment, he would 
be more likely to arrive at a practical 
solation. As the unofficial members of 
the Hongkong Legislative Council very 
pertinently remark, “it appears strange 
that this is the first intimation given by 
‘Hor Majesty's Consul of the character 
of the duties levied, although he would 
seem to have been for some time aware 
of what the Chinese were doing. We 
are also surprised that the imposition 
of the duties has been quietly acquiesced 
in, and that the Consul even expresses 
‘a doubt whether the Chinese be not 
perfectly entitled to take the course 
they have adopted. And we dissent en- 
tirely from such policy of submission to 
what the Chinese may choose to exact.” 
—Altogether, as wo said at tho outset, 
the impression left upon us by a pe- 
rusal of this Blue Book is of pleasure 
at the clear appreciation shown by the 
Colonial office of the truth of the 
position, and of regret that Lord Derby 
should allow his action to be hindered 
by Sir Brooke Robertson's mistaken 
vocacy. The Chefoo Convention 
stipulates for the appointment of 
Commission “to consist of a British 
Consul, an officer of the Hongkong 
Government, and a Chinese official of 
equal rank, in order to the establish- 
tient of some system that shall enable 
the Chinese ernment to protect its 
revenue without prejudice to the in- 
terests of the Colony.” It seems to us 
that what has to be done is simply to 
convince the Chinese Government that 
we will not tolerate the extortion which 
is being practised. However, we can 
quite understand that the Hongkong 
community are anxious Sir Brooke 
Robertson should not be the Consular 
member of the Commission. 
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OPENING OF THE KIOTO RAILWAY. 


‘Tux great event of the present month, 
in Inpan, bes been the formal opening 





by the Mikado of the Kioto and Osaka 


railway; and nothing conld exhibit 
more forcibly the immense change that 
has been lately brought about in that 
country, than the personal participation 
of the Sovereign in such a ceremony. 
It is barely eighteen years since Lord 
Elgin arrived in Japan to find a Ruler 
whom men called the Tycoon, in power. 
at Yeddo, one who so completely 
monopolised the functions and external 
attributes of Government, that the 
very existence of a higher Power was 
not suspected, till circumstances dis- 
closed the inefficiency of the Tycoon’s 
control over the feudal princes of terri- 
tories remote from his capital. For 
nearly three hundred years the Mikados 
had been secluded in their ancient 
capital of Kioto, exercising apparently 
none of the functions of Government, 
and regarded apparently more as semi- 
divine abstractions than as hnman 
Rulers. Within this comparatively 
short time, the usurped power of the 
maires du palais has been overthrown, 
the feudal system has disappeared, and 
the roi faniéant has come forth from 
his obscurity to resume the active 
functions of Government from which 
his ancestors were practically deposod 
by Tyeyas, A uation which lived in a 
séclusion more rigorous even than that 
of China,and would tolerate no foreigner 
on its soil, has remodelled its Govern- 
ment on the Western system, and 
embraced almost with over-haste and 
eagerness every appliance which the 
scientific skill 6f Western nations had 
devised. As the Hiogo News remarks, 
in commenting on the recent proceed- 
ings, it is only by a study of Japanese 
tory during the last eighteen years ; 
it is only by re-perusal of Mr. Oliphant’s 
account of Lord Elgin’s mission in 
1860 and the later narrative of 
Sir Rutherford Alcock, that we can 
appreciate what the ceremony of 
the 5th February really meant. Re- 
membering what Japan was; remem. 
bering the position the Mikado 
held, as one may say only the day 
before yesterday, it seems almost in 
credible that we should find bim re- 
ceiving and replying to Chairmen of 
Municipalities, receiving addresses from 
Foreign Consuls, ‘and figuring in 
such a ceremony as the opening of a 
railway, freely before the eyes of all 
his people. While the Emperor of China, 
still secludes himself in the recesses of 
the Sacred City, and his Ministers 
strive to maintain the old fallacies of 
Government which have kept the peo- 
ple in poverty and the cities in squalor 
and filth—the Mikado of Japan has 
thrown off the affectation of reserve 
and inapproachableness ; travels freely 
throngh his dominions to show him.” 
self to his people; takes, nominally 
at least, an active share in the 
duties of Government; entertains the 
Envoys of foreign Powers with the 
courtesy due to representatives of 
equal nations ; and encourages by such 
ceremonies as that at Kioto,” the adop- 
tion of those appliances which “have 























contributed to make those nations 
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wealthy and great. Many 
people said at the commencement, Chak 
the so-called progress of the Japanese 
was rather the imitation of the monkey 
than the intelligent appreciation of au 
intelligent pe ver-haste 
‘and’ over-anxiety to copy Western 
gugtoms gave ground in some instances 
for the charge. Bat longer experi- 
ence has, we imagine, gone far to 
eradicate this impression. Mistakes 
there have been; there has been an 
anziety to change much that foreigners 
likedand admired in the ancient customs 
of the people, aud which we may hope 
a calmer consideration will yet 
duce them to retain; but a real d 
for progress for progress’ sake will now 
hardly be denied them by any thonght 
fal man. It needs only a comparison be. 
tween the condition of the two peopl 
to show how much more rendy the one 
would be than the other to appreciate 
and accept improvements offered them. 
Tho Japanese, bright and active, main- 
tain order and cleanlin in their 
towns, and show evidence of active 
Government under which material pros- 
perity has been fostered; while the 
Chinese are content to Avell ‘amid 
squalor and filth, and have not only 
not cared themselves to remedy the 
abominations that disgrace their 
cities, but are unmoved by the example 
of the foreign Settlements alongside 
them, to stir hand or foot in the 
direction of improvement, ‘The con- 
trast between ‘the air of cleanliness 
and prospority which pervades the 
bright and pleasant looking towns 
of Japan, aud the filth and squalor 
which mark the cities and villages of 
emblematical of the political 
ns of the two people. 























REPORTED CHINESE LOAN FROM JAPAN. 


A curious instance of how the Chinese 
Government can continue to contravene 
all the principles which have been 
established by the experience of the 
world, ia afforded in the particulars 
given by Yokohama papers of.a re- 
ported loan from Japan, It was doubt. 
esa a great blow to its self-conceit, to 
ave to goto its little, but plucky, neigh- 
bour for help; but having doue so, its 
method is peculiar. We have all along 
pointed ont in how great a measure 
the Chinese Government is itself re- 
sponsible for difficulties of food supply 
in the North, owing to its unwise inter- 
ference with the natural course of trade 
in the matter of the rice tribate. It 
might have been naturally supposed that, 
finding at last the evil results of that 
system, it would, when the opportunity 
offered, have done its best. to remove 
or remedy its defects. But the Chinese 
Government does not do as reasonably 
it might be expected to do. We find 
it endeavouring to make more oppressive 
and hurtfal the present system, by 
endeavouring to re-establish tribute in 
kind where practically it had been 
giyen up, and we now mest with a 











Il stronger development ‘of “the same 
idea in its Ioan from Japan. In other 
words Japan is not to lend it money 
which might be used in the purchase 
of rice in the cheapest market, but is 
to supply it with rice itself; and not 
oly with rice which it does ‘want, but 
with sea-weed and copper which it does 
not require. In other words, like a 
bad man of business, in order to get 
one article at market price, it has 
allowed to be foisted on it two articles 
of no service to itself, and which 
it can only got rid of by forcing its 
own markets and injuring the very 
class on whom it is most dependent, 
the mercantile body. It is instructive 
to mark the difference in tho arrange- 
ments of the British Government in 
India under somewhat similar circum- 
stances. The presidency of Madras h 
been threatened with a famine, and it 
has seemed advisable that Government 
should take steps to prevent it. It 
may be remembered that a few yearr 
ago a famine broke out in the north..i 
districts, aud that such effective means 
were taken that a whole population 
yras well fed till the coming in of the 
next year’scrops. Some zealous but not 
overivise advisers urged on the Govern- 
ment, the stoppage of the export of rice 
from Calcutta. Fortunately, listening 
to wiser Councils, the Government re- 
fused to take a step which, while 
of no service to the famine-stricken 
districts, would have been the ruin of 
the cultivators elsewhere. Private en- 
terprise was as much as possible 
encouraged, and Government refused to 
take any steps until it was evident that 
private measures were inefficient. The 
result was that a serious famine was con- 
quered by the most effectual methods. 
So far had the lesson learned prevailed 
that now, when Madras is threatened 
with a similar visitation, we hear of no 
more clamour to forbid the export of rice. 
It is remembered that, notwithstanding 
the demand at Calcutta in the pre 
scarcity, the price of rice at that port 
never was so high as to render export 
unromunerative. In other words, that 
the Government was actually baying 
at Caleatta, a short distance from the 
famine, in the cheapest market. The 
Madras Government, thongh it did not 
make the attempt to fall into this 
error, did, however, the other day 
do something which ‘might seem to be 
an interference with private trade. It 
employed a broker to purchase for it 
rice in the market, and a portion was 
actually delivered. Very properly, we 
think, the Home Government interfered 
at this point. Famines arise mainly 
from want of means of intercommunica- 
tion. Where these are perfect, though 
local scarcities may occur they can 
never develope to such an extent as 
may now bo witnessed in Shantang 
and Chibli, where money or’ money’s 
worth is of no avail whatever as com- 
pared with food, the latter having in 


























fact no existence. The Home Govern- 
ment has expressed its disapproval of 
even’ this seemingly inter- | 








ference with the natural laws’ 0 
supply and demand. It has pointed 
out tliat the duty. of the Madras Go. 
vernment is to facilitate means of 
intereommunication, Private -énter- 
prise will do the rest, at once more 
effectually and.with less waste than any 
Government organisation. «We are 
glad for the sake of the people of 
India that the experience of the'former 
famine has shown how true is this 
axiom. Very different is the caso 
with China; not only does the Govern- 
ment make a bad bargain with Japan, 
but, if Yokobama papers. are to be 
credited, it insists’ on the most expen- 
sive method of carriage, Wei take” it 
as a necessary consequence that it mut 
sell its seaweed and: copper at a loss 
to itself, and moreover to the serious 
injury of the national trade in’ those 
articles ; and, beyond all, it is said that 
the rice and other materials are not 
even to be allowed to come to 
China in the natural:way. They are 
to be cartied’ by tho extravagant 
association, misnamed the Chinese 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation ° Coin- 
pavy. Will the people of Shantung 
be ss well fed with all this round. 
about, as those of Madras? 














AFFAIRS IN THE NORTH-WEST, 


Ir is somewhat difficult to follow events 
in Turkestan, as we are dependent on 
Chinese and Russian sources for our 
information ; and unfortunately both 
are equally untrustworthy. ~ It was 
genorally believed that after the defeat 
of the Tanganio forces by Yakoob 
Bog’s troops under the command of 
Kuli Bog, an arrangement bad: been 
come to'betweon the Ameer and the 
Tunganies, that, as they wore fight 
ing ® common enemy, it would be more 
politic to act in union,'and that it 
consequence the important post of 
Urumtsi had been garrisoned by the 
Ameer’s troops. It would soem that 
this programme, if ever carried ont, 
has been allowed from somo cause to 
Japs, with the result that the Chinese 
have now become masters of tl 
northern flank of the TYien-shan by 
the capture of Manas. Practically this 
should restore their command of the 
entire province of Tarbagatai as'far as 
the Alaton, so that with the exception 
of Tli, coded to the Russians, and the 
country dependent on Kashgar’ ov 

















which’ the Ameer rules, the ‘Chinese 
have recovered their former position ii 
Central Asia. Wo must confess that 
we do not look upon -the result with 
any great degree of satisfaction, in the 





the world. It would have been & wiser 
policy to have established a strong 
intermediate state between herself and 
Russia ; but China has deliberately 
chosen to coquette with her not too 
scrupulous neighbour, and there is 
reason to believe has been more or 
eis dependent on her for assistance 
in this lest advance. It i 
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etherwise to understand the apparent 
inactivity of the. Ameor of Turkes- 


tan, unless on the supposition that | { 


ho has been actuated by pressure put 
on him by Russia, and has perforce 
restrained his natural desire to occupy 
80 manifestly important a position as 
Urumtsi. We cannot in this mat- 
ter of Central Asia acquit cur own 
Government of blame. We ought either 
to have refrained from opening up any 
communications with the Ameer of 
Kashgar, or, having opened them, we 
should have taken care to keep a re- 
presenta tive at so advantageous a post. 
‘We believe that the mission of Sir 
Douglas Forsyth was wisely intended, 
‘and, bad our Government followed it 
up, our intprests in Central Asia would 
have been considerably advanced. Un- 
fortunately, after breaking through the 
ice and exciting to a certain extent the 
jealousies of both Russia and China, when 
it came to the point we withdrew our 
communication with Kashgar, and are 
now in a worse position then before. 
For many reasons it is advisable to 
have an advanced post in Central Asia, 
‘Were it only as a vheck on the eccen- 
tricities of China in those regions, a 
resident at-Kashgar would be useful. 
In reality far more important interests 
fare concerned, and it is a matter of 
moment to us to be able to feel for 
ourselves what is going on in Central 
Asia, without being dependent on 
the Peking Gazette or the uncertain 
accounts which now and then reach us 
from St. Petersburg through the 
German nowspapers. Most of our 








“troubles in Asia would have been 


saved had we taken care to be well 
informed and well represented in the 
states bordering .our own, instead of 
permitting ourselves to be shut up 
within our own frontiers, in perfect 
ignorance of intrigues going on noxt 
door. 








@ntports, 





sOOCcHOW. 

. Perhaps there is no raco of mon who 
9 more deficient in bodily strength than 
those of the Kiang-su plain. ‘The last fow 
aya there has been a visitor here from 
the Shan-si province, who, it is said, could 

ly pick up atone of 200 or 300 catties 
weight aud move it. He is now the 
ject of t 8 eins (80 anid) 
that he is @ military graduate of the 
of “tsing-2” ; that he was an unsuccesaf 
candidate for the highest honour at Peking, 
and so went crazy, Not long since he 
excaped from home, and has beon in 
Soochow 18 or 20 days 
factory, bel sani 
name as himeelf, he asked for $100, as “the 
atore was his,” and being refused he broke 
up everything i ishment. ‘The 
ofiicials, up to the Futai, wero afraid to 
arrest him, as his father now holds 
rank at Peking. He next went to 
onto shop, bought 100 I 

burnt them for 24 how 
temple, and fired crackers 
&c. When they asked for the pay for the 
candles, lie routed the inmates of a cash 
store, aud distributed its contents to the 
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watching him. A day oro since he went to 
the yaméu of the Imperial Tailor as he was 
going out, and told him to get out of his 

and let him have it. As he was 











‘As there are over twenty visitors to this 
city from Nanking, Shaugliai, Ningpo, aud 
Hanchow, a concert was given on the 
evening of the 27th ult, by the “8.S.8.” 
“in honor of their guesis,” as announced 
in the programme. For several years the 
music of the organ, flute, violin and 
n heard’ within the walls of 
of China, as inclination 
prompted or a few friends assembled, 
but this was the first regular “ concert” 
since the foundation of the city, 
“over a thousand years ago,”—The 
tens of thousands who, from centiry 
to century, have read the writings of the 
great sage of the Empire, have imagined 
they understood what Confucius m 
hen he said (and probably they aid) 
How to play wwny beknown, “ACthe 
commencement of the piece, all the parts 
should sound together. As it proceeds 
they should be in barm 4 
tinct and flowing, ete.,” but not till th 
occasion was the theory ‘fully put 
‘The signification of “8.8. 









































|, and many were The titles prop 
as the solution of ‘ 8.8, Society,” which 
was not “Society "aftor all. It was after- 
wards known that the ini 
only the Indies, the 
otherwise known.—The “curtain rose” 
at half-past seven o'clock, and “ Wel- 
” “by a quartette, was admirably 

‘Then, in Part 1, followed a num- 
duets and solos, with 
some artistic instrumental pieces. After 
refreshments, the mnsic was resumed, and 
the concert brought to a successful’ con- 
clusion. Tt is needless to say that all 
seemed highly delighted with the enter- 
tainmont. 





























HONGKONG. 


Tho yearly meoting of the Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the 12th instant. A resolution was 
passed, protesting axainst the intended ap- 
pointment of Sir Brooke Robertson asa 
member of the Larrys Com 

ich h 




















1 
he is at o 
ernment on the 
The Hon. P. Ryrie, the Hon W. 
Nelson, Kalin, Belilios, Dalrymple, 






eawick, 





Hoppius, Mendel aud Jackson, were 
elected a Committee for the eneuing year ; 
Mr. Keswick being elected Chairman and 
n Vi an.—The Mail bi 
that the Vi 
shortly to open Ps 
The Roman Catholic ecclesinatical pilgrim- 
age to Sanchoan was a complete succes 
some 70 priests and four Bishops landed 
on the island, and masses were performed 
on altars surrounding the grave of St. 
Francis Xa A bust of the Saint was 
placed in the church-yard. On their 
return the gunboat Talisman met with a 
very strong monsoon and had to take 
shelter for several hi ‘The five lots of 
Crown land, situate in’ Holly wood-road, 
opposite the Man-mo Temple, and known 
by the name of the ‘ Bamboo Gardens, 
have been sold hy public auction for with 
« trifle of $50,000. One lot alone fetched 
$15,000.—The British ship Sarah Nichol- 
son, from London, re 
perienced a heavy aquall on the 6th 
January, when she lost her jibboom, 
foretopmast, and three topgallant-mas 
Hongkong thinks that it may as well have 
a Turkish Bath as Shanghai, and the con- 



























































beggars. —The offi 1 afraid to 
arrent him, but they kept a fow runes. 


struction of one is advocated.—Bishop 





rts having ex-| t 





Burdon has made an appeal in Hongkong 
for subscriptions in relief of the famine iu 
the North, which (the Daily Press nays) has 
been liberally responded to. 











ibution of cotton jackets 
to the beggars and poor people by wealthy 
merchants in this 
Two merch 


‘has just begun. 
away each 







in this city, aud the other in Honam, 
In the Peking Gazette of the 31st Decom- 
ber a report appears from the Governor of 

Kuangtung, regarding the embezzlement 
of some Tis. 3,900 by one of the military 
officers who took charge of the conatrus- 
tion of the forts at Bocca Tigris. ‘The 
reuult is that the offender has been degrad- 
pending igation into h 
conduct. 

Daring robberies are still as provalont as 
ver in the neighbourhood of Canton, and 
the villages outlying, ‘The people have 
appenled to the authorities to put down 
the robbers, and it i 
have been ordered to suppress them. 
Ue minstizen taken rarel 














id that the soldiers 
But 








provi 
chanco'of auy 
mprovement in its condition. — 





perma 
Daily Press, 
bth Jan, 





Aroviow of the Tartar aoldiers by the 
‘Tortar genorals was held on the Slat Jan, 
It is said that thoy passed through a 
of evolutions in foreign drill, but not 

at the parade, I cannot offer 

the subject. 

. inthe day according to the 
nack of the inauguration of 
ing, and an order hae beon 
1¢ Viceroy to observe the da 
ana day of festivity, when all officials shall 
be required to put on their full uniform, 
On the day following, the ceremony of 






























ig the advent of Spring,” oF, an 
erally called, that of the tiny 
of the Ox,” will be held with the usual 
—China Mail, 
aMACAO. 
Our new Governor has been very 
The 
city is well poli dition 
® company of has beon 


organised with the double aim of givin 
employment to the poor Macacese an 
of protecting life and property. ‘Thieves 
are dispored of high-handedly, Two of 
them enught in flagrants delicto received one 
hundred Inshes each, and were t 

to wylo to inform thei 

denert awaitin, 

lines you penned ai surity of 
lives here, when the whole family of the 
Chinese ‘trader was kidnapped, have 
produced wonders. We require sometimes 
a lesson from Hongkong.—China Mail, 





















COREA. 
Effect is soon to be given to the Treaty 
fiecied by Mr. Kuroda, on the part of 
Japan, with Corea lat year. ‘The Tokio 





Times says: “ Arrangements have already 
been made for the opening of commercial 
relations between Japan and Coren, Some 











enterp! erchants of ‘To! 
applied to their government for p 
satublish a direct trade from Fi 
ie port which has for conturie 
Japanese possession, to the inte 
Coresn kingdom, aud have rec 
necessary authorization. They will start 
upon their errand by the next regular 
steamer.” 
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H1090. 
‘The News contains nothing of interest 
beyond some allusions to the opening of 
f railway between Kobe and 
Kioto, by.the Mikado, on the 5th instant. 
coremonial was conducted in great 
nd appears to have been highly 
‘The Osaka Nippo 


cussion of Imperial topi 























its liberal 
“BLM. the Mikado,” i 
reduced the land taxes 

‘0 blessed the people. Now 
forefathers’ tombs 
Kinai 















and the provinces 
ho arrived at Kobe. 
over people differs accor 
‘When the 





ng to the times. 
yeople are but very little ad- 
it is necessary that 
mperor should 
im with great 
the Emperor 
to visit the people, they would not 
get great happiness, aud it is better he 
should remain in the sacred palace ; 
the people are progressing much 
civilieation, the Emperor must acquaint 
hinmelf with tho feelings of the people, 
without remaining in the sacred palace. 
Understanding the present the 
Mikado does not ait quietly in his palace. 
Visiting his forefathers’ tombs, he looke 
upon the people with tender Which 
better, to live in the aacred pi 







































financial oper 
ment of which Masuda and Shibuaswa 
ft to Shanghai ia the In 
loan from Japan to Chin 
amount is much larger than has 
atated, and the component parts of it are 
i and copper. ‘The 

which the rice is to be taken is $4.60 
per koku. No bullion will pass between 
the parties, but an amount of copper cash 
may or may not form part of the tra 
notion, ‘the rate of interest has 
fixed at 8} per cont. ‘The carri 
produce will not ig 
Chinese having atipulated thot 
be by their own vessels,—Tho Gazette 
the particulars of thin j 

Mainichi Shinbun, as follows 
Shibuaawa and. Masuda h 
Ohi 
Bi 






























jk and the Mitsu B: 
travauct the business in connection with a 
loan to the Chinese Government of a 
quuntity of rice, to the value uf 3,500,000 

d timber and tea to the value of 
000 yen 5 which the 





















Tn consequen 
high. On the Let 
Kakigaracho, ‘Yok’ 
of afow hours from 5.30 y 
Yesterday the price r 
there it ibility of it soon reaching 
the follo. 
version of the loan :—The loan is to be to 
the amount of two anda half millions of 





tthe price 
in the cor 

















taels, for which the Chinese Government 
will issue its bonds, ir 
to be 


Half of the loan is 
sid to the Chinese in bullion, the 
lf with 700,000 piouls of rice, and 
copper and copper cash, The furth 
particulars of tlie loan, ai what gate U 
bonda ued, what i 




















Gazette given w 
the destruction by fire. 
of the Gnimusho, or Foreign Office, 
Tokio. ‘The buildings were twenty 
number, and covered nesrly an acre ai 
half of ground. The fire, which broke out 
about one o'clock in the day, was caused 




















1g | are no longer required to perform; there- 


by the ignition of @ beam which passed 
through chimneys quite recently erected.— 
Four other fires, one of them bein; 
the stables of ‘the Cavalry Training 
School, occurred in ‘Tokio th 
day; ‘and on # 
Government building was burut, a military 
school for officers.—Captain Taylor, of the 
Tris, who passed Vi nd on the ni 
9th ultimo, on his way to Yokohama 
us that the yoleano is 
of eruption, He esti- 














of tl 
from Takao, 
nan acti 









mates the height of the flames from the 
mouth of 


e crater to be from oue-seventh 
th of the actual elevation 
‘mountain abore the sea level. 
ive the column of flame 
ight of from three to four hn 
Captain ‘Taylor anys that 
inated aa though a city we 
» and that huge masses of rock, plainly 
‘ble from the 
hurled into thi 
curve, fell, lea 
of fire, like so many gigantic rockets, 
—At 3.14 on the afternoon of the 2ud 
rnart shock of earthquake was 
thirty-five seconds duration, 
m Notes, the Gazette give 
from the nativ 
siubun, in giving some 
Philudelphia 
Exhibition, says that its close the 
building of the Japanese section was sold 
for $2,600, oF about one-tenth of ite firat 
cost, All the Japanese exhibits wero 
much appreciated. Kaya brouzes and 
Suruga lacquered ware, the prices of which 
were exceptionally high, attracted especial 
attention, All the articles which were 
unsold during the exhibition were fiually 
put up at t 
figures all 
gram, received by 
states that the festival of B. 
her of the Mil 
morning of the 30th ult. 
with great pomp, at the sepulchro of tlie 
deceased monarch. ‘Tho Mikado, the 
Empress, and Eipress-mother were pro- 
sent, an wan also a vast crowd of spectators, 
—Diring the past year, one huudred and 
soven bridges were built in Osaka. 
atroets between the Kiobashi and the 
buildings of the Rikugonsho in Osaka will 
shortly be lighted with gas. 
Sateums 

























































people speak 










by thr 
the 3rd rank), 
nd Futsu-bé ;' there ag: 
directions of th 
(Saigo Takamori,) who 
shima ; therefore it camot be denied, if 

any truth in the rumours iow 
going about, that Satsuma 
to offer very fi 
Government, if its leading 


vd an appeal 
shizoku of Satau 
were bought 
ard 
100 yeara ayo, the pensions 
of shizoku in other provinces were simply in 
payment of military services, which they 

































fore it ought to be no hard 
to give up their ponsious altoyeth 
[tis not unusual within the courtyard of 
the Naimusho (Hom Department, Tokio), 
to seo upwards of a dozen can 

various forms and sizes, 

port their owners from ‘thi 
to thei ite h 


ent 












public office 
in fact 











ignia of « high 
the Cardinal's hiat and long trailing robes, 
carried by attendants, were eight yexira ago 
in Ro Heral, trausinting fron 
the Nichi-nichi Shimbux, saya th. object of 
Mr. Shibuxawn’s voyage to Shanghai is said 
to be to establish two offices at Suanghai 
and two at Hongkong for selling Japanese 


produce.—ke same ustive paper says 














eight or nine rich merchants in Osaka have 

Government for permission to 
ening achool at Oxake.— 
‘Shinbun anya a periodical called 
Bankoku Zatswoa (News from all countries) 
will henceforth be published under the 
style of Bankokw Ouna Shimbun (News 
from all countries for ladies.)—The same 
Paper says since the changes in the Govern- 
ment service that began on the 11th of Inat 
mouth, the number of dep: the 
Post Office Savings Banks has urently 
increased, a0 inuch so that the stall of 
oficers is insuficient for the work. 

















Peking Gueettes, 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 
Jan, 20th.—(1) A Decree, Let Hu 


Ving-kwei FF ZEAE succeed to the 
vacaut post of Supervising Censor of the 


department of the Board of 








rializes denouncing 
the dopartment Magistrate aud Assistant 
Magistrate of Chao Chow, in consequence 
of the escape from jail of'@ pi i 
under sentence of death, aw 
final confirmation from Peking without 
hope of commutation, The escape was 
ht, during the period when 













1d to the Board for the adju 
penalty; and that the Ai 

0, a vilicer directly in charge of 
jai, be stripped of hs raul aud put 
ial.—Rescript assonting to these pro- 
ious already published, 


















complaint lodged wi 
ed Li Liu 

piing Chow, 
tain persons of cons; 
o 





Rs 
ring with 

noble of 
ig, to take 
plot from 


accuses 
acartdriver in the servi 
the frat degre, the Kung J 
possession of a'certain burial 
which they have dug up and ejected the 

interred. Justice has been sought 
in vain for yeurs past, according to com- 























plainant’s ataten: 
(2) ‘Tho acting Governor-General of Hu 
Kwang memorializes with co to 





petty civilian officer named Li 'ao- 
héng, who, having exerted himeelf durin 
the ' rebellion in the enrolment of 
illage militia, was given rank asa sub- 
ctor vf education, from which he 
purchased advancement to the next step in 
the same class, Having been appointed 
to Lill the office of director of education in 
the Pa-tung di he had proceeded to 
ng Fu on business connected with 
and was ing to 































¢ with hiss, when hie boat 
capsized in the most dangerous part of the 
rapids above 1- , and he was drowned. 
His body was eventually recovered, but 
is seal of office was lost. In accordance 
with the regulation which provides for the 
case of oficials who may be drowned 
whilst travelling on public business either 
at sea, or on the Yangtsze, the Yellow 
River or the great Lakes, posthumous 
honours are now besought on behalf of the 
deceared, in satisfaction to the manes of 
a faithful servant.—Referred for the deci- 
sion of the Boards concerned, 

(3) The Governor of Shansi_ memori- 
alizen reporting the escape of a prisoner 
under sentence of death, whilst being con- 
veyed back under gunrd from the provinci 

1 to the district to which he belonged. 
Managing to lull the suspicions of the 
men in charge of him, the prisoner avized 
‘au opportunity of bresking his fotters and 
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The officials ‘and guards re- 
-ponsible for his aafe-keopingare denounced 
i the daual manner, 

(4) Tho Governor of Kistigna | téporta 
‘the disappearance of an ‘expectant ‘of 
appointment to ‘the office of Captain, 
named Sun Sse-king, who, liaving risen 
from the-position of “leader of irre- 
gulara” to the rank in qu 
the Governor's brigade 
ctor of for 

i tig been tec 
‘Fuhkion for the. aotvices.of this man 
two. others ‘to ‘do duty there, the other 
two individuals were sent to that pré 
but Sun Szo-king was retained i 
of instructor at Soochow, where 

ded went’ 

























October last, ant 
of. a is observed ‘that when the troops 
ted into 
roised in 

of foreign Groat, to which experi 
mental practico with the Gatling +6 OK 
‘aubsequently added, the ofticer in 
nt to ‘Shang! to study 
the theoretical part of his duty, after 
‘which he returned to Soochow to conduct 
drill of the troops, His conduct, in now 

hi ata time 



















thougtt tint he may have betakon himself 
to Foochow, the authorities of that 
province have been requested to make 
search for and ‘to send him back to 
Soochow for puriishment ; and a deo 
now solicited strippiug the offender of 



















Fak and excluding him for ever from 
re-omployment.—Granted by reacript. 
Tan, 





id (Court Ci 
spects on his 
Tombs,—Chow Ki 
respects on his return from his mission as 
Literary Examiner to Sze-ch’wan. 

(1) A decree based wy on memorial 
from the Censor Chang 
hi the Tegout 7 
rm ‘on behalf of the fi 
population of the Ta 

tures in Shanai, 
upon the Governor of the province to 





lar.) —Th 



















port as to the exemptions from taxation 
arid Stato labour which it is proper to 
grant to tho diatromed a 

A Dears 


tricts, 

yi, Governor- 
, Teports that a 
General has applied for leave to 
resign his office on the ground of ill-health. 
‘We command that Ting Sz0-pin, Brigadier- 
Goneral of the Ki (Kit‘shek) com- 
mand in Kwangtung, be allowed to vacate 
his office, and that Pring Yu ¥Z-fe 
be appointed as his successor. 

(8) A Decreo, ‘Lot Kwang-lin iy EB 

~ gp fo bo Superintendent of Customs at 
wai-ngan Fu. 

(4) Memorial by P’éng Teu-hien, ex- 
Governor of Shun-tien Fu, on the relief 
measures which are called for on behalf 
of the famine-stricken refugees from the 
central provinces, who, to the number of 
upwards of 20,000 souls, he learns, have 
migrated to the neighbourhood of Soochow 
and Ch’angchow in search of the means of 
subsistence, ‘The allowance issued to these 
people is at the rate of aeven-tenths of » 
pint of rice (English measure) per diem 
tondulla, and half this quantity for minors; 
and the 6,500 of rice appropriated 
from the Peking rice tribute for the 
necesiities of Kianguan will barely suffice 
to mect this scale of issue for a period of 
little more than 50 days. He begs that 
anthority may be given for appropriati 
an allowance of 10,000 piculs of ric 
the 6*0,000 piculs which are the quota 
yielded by the Soochow, Suvykiang, and 

















































adjacent prefectures in’ Kusiysu to the 
Peking tribute, for the purpose of anpplyi 
the wante of tie distressed population, In 


& postacript “memorial he ‘proposes that 


‘additional supplies be drawn from the 
district | granaries.—For rescript see 
Gazette of 11th inst. 

Jan. 23rd.—(1) The high authorities at 
Foochow report the arrival there of 
‘containing 25 distressed Liu-ch’iuans, for- 
warded on from the province of Clishkiang. 
On being examined through an interpreter, 
these people have atatéd that they 
from Napa, in Liu-ch’iu, on the 10th 
Just, on a coastinig voyage, and, hi 
boon blown out to bea by’ storm and 
disabled, their junk finally drifted sahore 
coast of the P'ing-hu district, ‘in 
g, on the 28th of the same month, 
been rescued from distress, and 
supplied with provisions and clothing, 
they were sent on to Foochow according 
to regulation, They are now supplied, 
regulations direct, with o Pint of 
rice and six cash for the pura 
and vegetables per diem ; and the; ill be 
sont hack to their native country in their 
own junk if she is found to be seaworthy. 

(2) The Manchu General-in-chief and 

Governior-General at “Foochow, 
-yih, memorializes entreating | to 
‘Peking for audience.—Grante by 
reactipt on 12th inst, 

(8) ‘The Governor’ of Kweichow, Li 
Pei-king, memorializés in'reply to a decree 
he has received, to the effect that no 
report had come to hand as to the degree 
of family connection between himself and 


the Taotai Liu Yoh-shu ZUR, and 
calling for a statement from him on this 
subject. He has to explain in reply that, 
although like himself Lin Yo! a ee 
native of the province of Hunan, 
























































lightest. descripti 
in question was sent to serve in Kweichow 
at the instance of the late Governor, and 
ho then attract t's notice 
by his activity in the operations agai 
the rebel. Tu 1874-5 the memo 
‘d-son was betrothed to his 
ither of the 
u 










has not yet tak 
shit ‘was employed. in military service 
memorialist, in conformity with regulation, 
had not yet reported the fact of this family 
connexion, He now does so in reply to 
the Imperial inquiry,—Rescript : It is 
noted. Let Liu Yoh-shn return to Sze 
ch’wan, as before ordered, to await appoint- 
mont to office, (N.B,—From his naine, it 
would appear that the official above refer- 
red to is a brother of Liu Yoh-chao, the 
Governor-General of Yénnan and Kw 




















chow, who was dismissed from office the 
3rd December, 1876. . 






the measures 
filed at the provincial capital for the 
of tho distress caused by drought 

g the past summer. Four agencies 
opened, at which each destitute 








furnished with » bowl of congee 
awadded garmeut is given, 
to those 


person 
per diem, ai 
40 far as circumstances admit, 
who aro insutticiently clothed, 
about 27,000 destitut 
receiving relief 














Oficial Papers. 


PROCLAMATIONS REGARDING THE EXEMPTION 
OF FOREIGN GOODS FROM LEKIN TAXATION. 


‘The Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
has received a Despatch from the Viceroy 
Shen, Comptroller of the Southern Treaty- 
ports :— 
“On the 6th day of the 11th moon of 
the 2ud year of Kuang-sil, we received a 
cation from the ‘Tsung-li Yawén 
to the following effect — 


“The Yamén has respectfully informed 

















the Emperor of the day on which the 


| is aluo in receipt of instructi 








the foreign sottle- 
meuts of Shanghai is to come into force ; 
and on the 28th of the 10th moon, 
year of Kuang-sii, the gracious approval of 
His Majeaty was’ accorded, of which we 
nom give notice to all the Yaméns coucernéd 
in order that they may act accordingly.” 
‘The Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
from ‘His 
micy the Viceroy, to the effect tl 
clause. respecting opium ject to 
‘separate and especial arrangements, which, 
moreover, were previously come to at 
Chefoo ; 80 that opium is not included in 
































the immunity from likin taxation now 
extended to other articles ‘of foreign mer- 
chandise, The system of taxation (on 


cium) must Ceocstere, ollll bs pursued in 
order to provide the necessary funds for 
the support of troops 

Despatches have also been received from 
the Comptrollers of the Northern, aud 
Southern Treaty-ports (the Viceroys Li 
Hung-chang Shen Puao-chen) to the 
effect that they have informed the Minister 
for the German Empire of the above ar- 
rangement with regard to opitiin ; that he 
(the German Minister ) has communicated 
ame to the 
conn ications having arri 
been imparted to all the con 
proclamation is now immediately ‘i 
for the general information of all mercantile 
firms, stores, merchants and people. Let 
all obey without evasion !—A special pro- 
clamation ! 






































issued from the office 
duties on 


A Proclamation i 

for the collection of likin 

foreign merchandi 
“All foreign goods imported into the 

foreign sottlemente of Shanghai, and 

have hitherto Leen 



























ipport of 
troops (or other state purposes); but now 
D have been received from the 
‘Peung, Mi Yarn announcing his Imperial 





Majesty’s gracious assent to the arrange- 
ment in virtue of which, from the Ist day 





"| of the 3rd year of the Kuaug-sit, all bond 





‘fide imporis oe foreign origin, min 





jo 
ed by us, in order that from ca day 
when the change takes place nll mer- 
ts may order themselves accordingly, 
this immunity from. taxation only 
applies to foreign goods (excepting opium) 
while in the foreign settlements. Opium, 
d foreign goods being 
which have 
not paid the regular half-import duties, 
cannot be exempted. ‘These will all be 
subjected to likin taxation, exuctly is 
Hefore, Lat no misundecatanding atiao | 
Let there be no confusion ? a de- 
Foutly to be hoped.—A special. proelama- 
tion !’ 





























A Proclamation is issued by the oftice 
for the collection of likin taxes on opium, 
portations of opium hav 
subject to Pike conditions iaid down in the 
opitm clause of the 'réaty, and not classed 
with the importations of other foreign 
goods: Nom, a uew cody of regulati 

fas beon issued by the Tsunglt Yamin, 
according to which, from the Ist day of 

i, all bond fide 
npted 
from likin in the foreign settlements of 
Shanghai, But as regards opium, we have 
received a Despatch from the Comptroller 
of the Northern Treaty-ports (Li Bung- 
chang) to the effet that, in purausuce of 
arrangements arrived at by Pah (v 
Brandl), the German Minister, 
cluded in the immunity fro 
ation exlended to other foreign goods, 































ig! 
Moreover, this office has been informed by 
the Superintendent of Customs that all 
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with the ‘exception of opium, which will | PFD 
be aubjectéd to taxation’ as heretofore. 
‘Thoretore,:" beni 1 ivatructioive thus 


ot 






not included in the 
Let there be 


Bublic. Meetings. 








MEETING OF TREATY CONSULS. 
i of & Cotisula? Meeting held at 
hai on the 12th day of February, 
1877." Present :—Mesars. J, B, Reding, 
Rusia; Bo Krauel, German Empire; 
















Ch, do. Bolvslawski, Austro-Hungarian 
Empire; A. do W. D. 
Spence, G hi, Tealy 5 


John GC, Myers,’ Ui 2 
the Seuitor-Corisul laid’ befdre the meet 
ing'é comminication from the Secretary of 
thie: Shanghai General Ch ‘of, Ci 
meieé, being 

the 30th of January referring to the con 
sideration of. that body five: of, the 12 
Rules submitted.to the Consular Body by. 
the Taotai as to the lekin taxes on For- 
eign and native merchandise in the Settle- 
monts tinder the arrangement made by the 
Miniator at Peking. 

"Dr. Krave moved that a letter be 
written to the Taotai, informing him 
that the Chamber of Commerce of ‘Shi 





















may have been agreed, upon, it is at pre- 
sent only necessary 

procl 
the Settlement con! 1% 
of, the Tsung-li Yamén regarding. the lekin 








‘Qnd.—That instructions bo issued at 
once ‘to close the lekin’ Offices in the 
oni foreign importa 








proposition 
was adopted. | Mr. Myers called, attention. 
to th Paragraph in the re- 
jamber of Cominerce on 
preronted bythe Taotai, which 
he deemed worthy of consideration. 
Whereupon the following wasadopted : 
‘That if Regulations are required, th 
bo ouly with the object of distingutshing auc 
Foreign Imports as resemble native produce. 
‘The restriction ax to the private con- 
deration of the five Rules by the Cham- 
bor of. Commerce, was removed, and the 
Cousular Body then adjourned, 
























—_— 
‘THE SHANGHAI RACE CLUB. 

‘Tho annual meeting of the above Club 
was "hold, Tuesday, ‘present—Mr. E. G. 
Lom, in the chair; Messrs. Jt. Fergusson, 
J. Hart, and B. E. Wainewright, Stewards; 
M . Andrew, S. Daly, H. W. Daniel, 
J. M. Fabris, A. E. Farrar, G. Hopkin, 
Hunt, Kalb, G. Lewis, G. A. Lindsay, Lo 
Moberly, I. Moore, 

RB. G. Ogle, H. Gv 
















Dalias, Secretary, &c. 
MATRMAN said U 





rules of the. 
Club, in order to receive the accounts 
for the past year, copies of which had 
beon handed round for the examination of 


|-to..anawer- them.—No-.questions being 
asked, or, remarks, made, the Chairman 


‘That the accounts as presented be passed. 


Mr. R. Fepavsson seconded, and it was | #ll 


carried unanimously. 













oolies, Shroff, etc, etc. 
Advertining, Printing, 8 
‘Repairs to 


a 


» S5Fotte tin Biner, Bande. 298.54 
»» Furuitars, Pctire Pratie, Lmplemeats, ot. "108.04 


%, Barebaao af 2 Shares ite Course fo Dist 
to with Amount in Depeudeney hocvant 64000 
» Chub Hooma for Meting, Postage, ‘Telegram 
ined Petien, ot, ete mn Tae 
Balance 


















42.0 | 6 






1 Salo of Tickets 
Rent of Stablen 







February 5th, 1877, 
‘By Balance 





Deresoexcr. 
Rent of Grand Stand for ewo Concerta 
Ataoult recovered for Tualls Btolea 
The Cuarnmaw said it had been found 
necessary to rebuild the atabl 
Grand Stand, and plana of ‘th 
;, buildings’ Iay “on, th 
poction. ‘The amaller pl 
stable. separately, and the larger oi 
the whole thing ‘after completion. The 
ion, ‘according to 
Tis. 5,000 ; 
and it was proposed to begin the buildings 
immediately after the Spring Meeting, and 
go on with ‘them aa fast as funds would 
allow, so’as not to rtin, the Club into debt. 
“Several questions were put on this ai 
nounicement, in reply to which’ the Onain- 
MAN said it was not intended to cut down 
the prizes, but rather to increase them if 
It was only intended to proceed 
new buildings as fast as they 
could, so a8 not to interfere with the Club 
funds. The present buildings’ would be 
pulled down one at a time and rebuilt, and 
the walking ground for the ponies would 
not be interfered with: : 
‘The plans having been inspected, a num- 
ber of other questions were submitted, ” 
‘The Cuarmstay in the course of his re- 
















































stables provided, and the public ones: 
be let, in single stalls. ‘There had been a 
good mauy applications for private stables, 
which hitherto could not be had to # 
tent required. The rebuilding would 








[| der the ‘accommodation much more com- 





nd comfortable than the old arrauge- 
nient, besides givitig more room. ° 
M ‘id the prosent stables were 
in a very dilapidated, condition ; it was 
absolutely necessary to do something to 
them, and rebuilding was thought beat, 
‘Mr. Dazy thought the present generation 











the, members, fit was thought necessary 
to ask auy questions, he would be happy 


had done enough in that way. 
‘Mr. Hazrsaid that was quite true, but 
something must be done to,uem now 








~The Cuarmman, it reply to other 
tions, said it was hoped to be able b 
the Spring and Autumn Mestings to’ build 
at least half the new atables ; and-when 
ished the number of stalls 

would be increased, 

‘Mr, Hast said they had all seen tho 
plans intended to be carried out, and ke 
now begged to propose— 

‘That the Stewards be authorised to go on 
building the now stables between the Sprin 
and Autumn Meetings, as funds would anit 
jn accordance with the plans now laid on the 











CHOFPENHAUER wished to offer 
efore the motion was put. 








change without many of the members 
being prepared for anything of the kind. 
Tho present notice was the first he had, 
himself heard of it, The plans were 
simply placed before the meoting, and they. 
asked to vote upon them, before they 
had had time to consider them or knew 
what they would cost, 

‘The CHamMan repeated. that the coat 
would not excved Tle, 5,000, 

Mr, Hanr said it was known to the body 
Club that the plans were being pre- 











of tl 
Pie Scuorvensaven ani he bel ged 

body of the Club, and this was the 
first ho had heard of it. ‘There had hardly 








{is | beou consideration enough for many of the 


members, 

It was suggested that Mr, Schuffenhauer, 
to be in order, should proposp an, amend: 
mont; aud he thereupon propused— 

That the rebuilding of the Stable 
Grand Stand bo not considered till af 
Spring Mectin, 

Mr. Harr said it had bo 
thought that it was within 00 of 
the Stewards to proceed the work’ 
nithout coming before tho members at all,’ 
it being a measure necossary for the im= 
provement of. the property, | But BM 











it the 






almost 

















chuffouhauer was perfectly right in taking 
the atop he had 

‘The Omarkitan said by looking at the 
plaus it would bo acon that the chango 





;| would give a great many more atalls than 


before, and 
bers would 
lutely necessary to do so 
of the condition of the p 
had just been mentioned, the Stowards 
had “thoight of going on without 
reference to the members, the work really 
amounting to little more than rebuilding 
the present stables, 

No one, however, seconding the amend- 
ment, it was withdrawn, 
Tho Cuarmatax then’ put. the original 

mn, and it was carried without further 


at no inconvenience to mem- 
i It was 

























\e08 was the election of 
‘Stowards for the ensuing year, Tho 
ing Stewards wore, Messrs. E. G. 
Low, R. E, Wainonright, W. Paterson, 
J. Hart, F. D. itch, 'R. “Fergusson, 
and’ A.’ McLeod.—It was” stated. that 
‘Meesrs. Fergusson and Hitch did not 
desire re-election, and that it was likely 
Mr. Paterson would also shortly resign, it 
re-elected,—A ballot was then take 
which resulted in the election of Messrs, 
Low, Hart, Wainewright, Overbeck, Boyd, 
Coutts, and Ringer, 

Mr, Wattze did not know whether it 
would be out of order now to suggest that, 
for the future, the annual meeting should 
be held: about the middle of 











present, were at the Hongkong meeting. 

‘The Szonerany said the suggestion, if 
adopted, would amount to an alteration of: 
the Rules of the Club ; and that could only 
be done at a special meeting, of which ten 
days’ notice must be given. 

‘The Cuarmman said a special meeting 
might be called for: the purpose by 
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Some further conversation ensued, and it 
was understood that a special mecting 
would be called. 

‘Mr. Love called attention to the opera- 


tion of the fifteenth By-law, which 
runs, ‘Three ponies to start from bond 
ing stables, or no race.” He 

ffect on ateeple-chase entries 
as prohibiting a walk-over, aud said that if 
only one pony came to the post and was 
il to take the trouble to go over the 








wil 
jumps, it should be permitted to do so-and 
take the prize. 


he Cuaraman said he believed there 

atrong fet the members 

in favour of gout the By-law in 
“To allow a walk-over, 















By-laws, and the alteration might be made 
at the present meeting. 

Mr, 8, Warker said ho should certainly 
object to the alteration of the By-law as 
applying to flat races. 

Jonveraation ensued upon this point, 
and, as there was a division of opinion, 
it was ultimately agreed to take a vote, 
‘an expression of the opinion of 
present, for the guidance of the 
ards, whether the fifteenth By-law 
should be retained or expun, 

‘Mr, Love thereupon moved— 

‘That the meeting express its opinion in 
favour o against the abolition of By-law 15. 

Mr, H, Mois seconded ; and on a show 
of han 
























to the retiring 
© Chairman for 
ding, which was carried unanimously, 
is concluded the business. 


seconde 











5, THE MARINE ENGINEERS’ INSTITUTE, 





room at the 
Towperauce Hall. There was a large 

ondance, including a goodly sprinkling 
ies, ‘The Very Rev, Dean BurcHer 
presided, 

‘At the outset of the proceedings, Mr. 
J. M. Rogerson, the secretary, ” read 
tho annual report of the Institute, 
which he prefaced with a warm wele 
come to the Indies, who he aaid 


















inc repor! 
had now been in 
months, It began m 
“wiert, not knowing 
Tong enough to rec sufficient support 
to carry it on; but as soon as the fact 
Decame known that such an institution 
was started members were enrolled very 
fast. ‘Thore were now on tho books up- 
wards of 60 members, each paying one dollar 

er month; 20 the experiment might 
Bitaafely taken as having ‘sen succecefal, 
and might now be taken to rank as a per- 
The library com 


















perance Sosiety for the purpote of 
room. ‘The subscriptions and 


donations had amounted to $1,038, 
and. $959 had been disbursed for’ ad- 
vortising, printing, y, rent of 





room, home and foreign newspapers aud 
periodicals, and furniture, é&e. ; #0 that 
there was now a balance to the credit of 
the Institute of $89, 

‘The Rev. CaarmwaN then delivered an ad- 
dreu, He said—It now falls to my lot 














to make a few remarks with regard to 
this Society; and let me say that I have 
rarely been more pleasantly surprised 
than when I received the invitation through 
your valued secretary, Mr. Rogerson, to take 
the chairat this meeting, and I will not deny 
that my satisfaction had a selfish side, I 
mean this—I think that it will do me good 
as a clergyman to get out of the pulpit 
groove, a0 to apeak, and without of course 
neglecting the teachings of theology and the 
suggestions of literature, to cease to be » 
theologian or » man of books for an hour, and 
to think with and feel with practical men, 
belonging to s practical profession, trying to 
help each other in the most practical way. 
Well, then, I am perfectly sure that shall be 
instructed ‘and helped by what I hear from 
you. I wish with all my heart 1 was ss 
Confident about your hearing anything in- 
structive or helpful from me. ‘To begin : Some- 
where about the year 1785, a little grow 
akers, _bridge-builders, an‘ 
ra of like occupation—met on Friday 
evenings to talk about their profession, and to 
the Queen's Head Tavern in 
‘a society, and, in- 
ecognised as their president 
‘Vas their leader, teacher, 
piring po certain hard-featurod, 
short-tempered, intelligent Yorkshireman, by 
name Join Smeaton. ‘That man’s title to our 
gratitude is written on th 
memorates him. There 
“s man whom God h: 
most extraordinary. abi 
defatigably exerted for the benefit of mankind, 
i of science and philosophical research, 
cially as au engineer and mecha 
al work, 





























































away by the 
and another had-been consum 


with Smeaton in the middl 
short time, but it was 





‘engineer's institutes of recent day: 
of the Society which I have the privilege of 
addressing to-night, with its sixty paying 
members, in a city of which probably the 
‘Leed's artificer bad never beard the name! 
‘Thus, then you soo very early in the da; 
congineers were sociable people. | They foun 
that the true way to learn their business was 
to meet and talk over new discoveries and 
new inventions, aud new methods of mesting 
difficulties. This was not a: trades union, 
combination for resistance; it was a friendly 
gathering, a combination for improvement. 
‘Of course, I am aware that I am connecting 
civil and marine engineers, but the two d 
partments are closely united, and it is epecially 
pleasing to seo that tho same characteristics 
mark both classes. I mean that whether an 
enginoer works afloat or ashore, he is what 
honest old Sam Jobnton called “a clubable 
man.” (Applause). ‘This was shown early 
in the day, and the rit of union aud 





























mutual helpfulness is shown later in| pe” 
the case of Telford, His latest bequests vei g depend on, the Eu T trust tl 
were towards readiog rooms and lending | vat tnd wins oud far 


libraries. He desired to confer in- tell- 
ectual boons on his fellows. ‘To quote the 
biography. Of Teltord'snative place hess} 
‘bus there is scarcely a cottage in the 
Mey in which good books are not to be 
found under perusal, and wo are told that it 
is mon thing for the Eskdale shepherd 
book in his plaid to the bill 
a volume of Shakespeare, Prescott, or Macau- 
Iay—and read it there, ‘under the blue sky, 
with his sheep and the green ‘hills before 
him, And thus, aslong as the bequests last, 
the ‘good great engineer will not cease to be 
remembered with gratitude in his beloved 
Eskdale.” ‘This is the feeling on 
alike in individuals and in bodies of men. 
‘We like to seo a man proud of his callin 
























and ready to atretch out a helping hand to his | a 















theparent | ; 





They have known the want of » com- 
fortable club room, of s good library, and 
of a social gathering place, and hence this ad- 
tirableand useful society. Itspeaks volumes 
for the co-operative character of the profession, 
One feature that I am pleased to notice is the 
reading room, well filled with periodioals 
and works of a useful aud amusing character’ 
Of course the technical magazines and pay 
Il be most read, but do not think it waste” 
in le your pro- 
in the utility of general 
reading. Specially, as Iuaw to-day, you have 
upon, your shelves good biographies, Take 
them down often, See how men who have 
attained eminence acted and used their oppor-= 
tunities, I am sure no one ever 
admirable volumes of Mr. Smilk 

















“Character,” and, above all, hi 
Engineers,” without being filled with that 
enthusiasin for work which is the aynonym 


aud the secret of success, 1 think I forgot to 
say that I am informed that 50 members of the 
Institute use the library, whic 












read good book on it, 
but yet we tind that we are vory hazy on a 
‘ent many points. The necessity of writing 
Sowa what ‘we koow in black aud white 
worth anything. It shows ue what we know 
and what we don't kuow. It tes 
the difference between knowing 
knowing about a subject 




















ducation, 
essays may he contributions 
to They will pr 

bjects connected with engineo 
im relation to China aud 















was forthcoming f 















pend it, An 
have no doubt that amongst the. mari 
gincers of Shangli 

of men at home 





ina Jater era 
3 im the third epoch, t 
tered, much of the happiness 
lopment, his victory in 
Public aud social well- 


which we 
of man, 

















fact, and will act in 
lines 





‘Bid harbours open, Public ways extend; 
Bid Temples, ‘worthier of God, ascend ; 
Bid tho broad Arch the davg'rous flood contain 
‘The Molo projected break the roaring main; 
Back to his bounds this subject wea command, 
Avdvollcbediut rivers through th laud 

eve honowrs peace to happy Britain brings, 
‘These are Imperial works atid worthy Kinge, 












And, if this is trie of Britain, it is ten 
thousand times more true of China, I look 
forward to the day wh ‘ded by 
members of the Marin Toatitute, 


shall pl rs; and, when 
guided by the two magical and potent watch- 
wards Union and Perseverance, this societ} 
make no trifling or insignificant marl 

















brother workers. Above all we like tosee | on the future of the Middle Kingdom. To 
man who has struggled up from the bottom | each great public enterprite, and to each 
to the top of his profession, putting himself | indivi ife, there are two mottoes—mottoes 
back in thought, feeling, and sympathy, with | selected by our essayists to-night, the one 


those who are now where he once was, and 









dving all he can to make their path smooth, 
the marine enj who 
‘Shang! tute 








have been influenced by this feeling. 






Work is worsh 





»,” ‘the other “Never de- 
t:may wash away an Eddy- 

but, another structure 
takes its place. ‘The engineer of one genera- 
tion may pronounce a Suez Canal impossible, 
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but the next generation sees it an accom. 
lished fast, If we take this bright and 
Tnanly view of life, we shall not fail; and this 
[netitution will not Inck blessing from 
‘or the hearty co-operation and God- 








high, : 
eg of all intelligent rightminded men, 
(Applaute.) 

‘The 








procsedings then took the form of 
entertainment, the programme 
ing of a duet by Messrs. Parks and 
Jackson, w recitation by Mr. J. M. Roger- 
gon, » solo on the violoncello by Dr. 
Zachariae, with piano accompaniment ; two 
songs by Mr. Nesbitt, and one by Mr. 

. J, Jnckaon. Each item was received with 
wns of approval, so much 

i a 












that, wit ception, all the pieces 
wore encored. 

hie proceedings, avaluable micros- 

cope, given by Dh ‘on his de- 





parture from Shanghai, for the best essay 
‘on “The Chinese, their Capabilities as 
Engineers,” was presented to Mr. Nesbitt, 
by Mr. Buchanan, tho president of the 
Iuntitute, ‘The prize essay was also read 
by the writer. 

‘A vote of thanks to tho Chairman 
brought the proc to alo 




















Hliscellancous. 








FIRE BETWEEN HANKOW AND KIUKIANG 
ROADS. 








Honan road, di 
proken out in the nest of houses lying 
between the Hankow and Kiukiang roads, 
at a spot nearer the former road, He at 
onco-gave an alarm, arousing the n 
bours, and » mi x was despatched to 
the Central Polico Station for help. Near! 
‘a dozen men were quickly on the spot wit 
soven or eight extincteurs, and th 
uickly got to work, A’well of 


















some of the Police mounted the adjoining 
roofs, with extinctours ; the united efforts 
auficing to put out the flames by a 
little after 3 o'clock, To prevent all 








chance of further outbreak, the remain- 
ing portion of the premiawe in which 
the fire occurred was pulled down and 





tome months ago. The place can only be 
proached through « 
ding passages and a very labyrinth of 
inflammable buildings,—the funnel-like 
ways between which would, if a fite once 
got firm hold, be simply converted into 
40 many blast-furnaces, The out-house 
question, it appears, was filled with rice 
atraw and other combustibles, used by the 
Chinese for fuel; and on inspect 
place laterintheday, we were only surprised 
the affair did not result more seriously. 
The way led through several how 
large cooking-kitchen, in which culinary 
reparations were going on, apparently 
for @ considerable number of people. 
it id_the place is used as a lodging- 
house. Fires were blazing, and in prox- 
imity to them was variety of articles 
—old stran, &.— upon wi 
aparke fa yy, towards evening, would 
ly to cause » smouldering fire, 
probably to burst into flame later an. In 
two instances, thanks 40 quick discover 
and the good fortune which attended the 
efforts of those engaged in the work of 
extinguishing, fires at this very spot have 
caused -but little loss, The same good 
fortune may not favour s third outbreak, 









































AVisIT 70 THE FAMINE REFUGEES AT THE 
SOUTH GATE. 
We had » good day’s work among the 
poor at the South gat ; 
At the request of the Rev. Mr. Farnham, 
I joined him at his house at an early hour 
this forenoon, and after p 
eight hundred tickets, or little slips of 
foreign paper of » peculiar tint not exsily 
procurable, we sallied forth with seven 
uative assistants. ‘These were chiefly the 
large acholars of Mr. Farnham’s and Mr. 
Thomson's schools. The first point we 
reached waa the old dilapidated building 
it sort of office or judge’s 
of the parade ground. 





























by which the sheds are surrounded. ‘Their 
orders were to call in all stragglers and 
to allow no outsiders to enter. At the 
i d about seventy poor, 
wretched looking creatures with the most 
with uo food and with 
















-man to 









gang 
piece of woulen gr: 
which did duty as a door. ‘The p 
ordered to sit quietly on the floor. 
They were then carefully counted and to 
each was given a ticket, with directions to 
call with it at Mr. Farnham’s house, and 
he should receive a hundred cash* for it. 
They all behaved very well. There was 
no crowding, wor over-renching. 1 stood 
to keep out tho crowd of 














poor 
perowptorily 


work of distribution being com- 
pleted by the assistants, we closed the 
door, with the orders that no one should 
be allowed to come out until we had 
roached the other s) iving at these 
we found ourmon on guard. Going in, we 
closed the doors aud fastewed them on the 
inner side, and set guards again to keep out 
all comers. and 

wont to each 
























ive) 
fame kind was given to each of th 
Weaaw but fow who were ill, but some 
of these wore very ill. 1 saw but few cases 
of smallpox. We finally reached the last 
enclosure, and proceeded at once to count 
the occupants, We soon found » groxt 
ropancy between the numbers present 

and that givon by the head-man of this 
division. We t once, called 
up the head-man and asked how this w: 
We told onr guards to stand by. After a 
great deal of talk, we threatened to stop 
our work and distribute no more of the 
tickets. Some roved that 
‘a party of the boat people (who are also 
refugees), who live about a mileaway, had 

























ped in, ‘Theso were dismissed to await 
their turn at the boats. We then pro- 
Thoy all 


ceeded with our work as before, 








‘away. The 
people b had incantionsly (2) 
‘opened the gates too early and great rush 
was made for the boat object being to 
get there before wo arrived, and thus they 
hoped to procure another ticket. Seeing 
this, we returned towards the house, with 
viow of taki all the tickets 
mm out. After a 
hool bell was rung 
as a signal, and all came crowding in 
cash. With the help of our 

, after about an hour's 
tickets were gathered in—in 



















® This money was given by afew charitably 
isposed persons, who sent it with: the desire 





that it should be: distributed among the 
refugess ab the New Year season. 


all about 630, and the men went home re- 
joicing that they would have food for two 
or three days. Rear 








the copper cash which ar 
and the huts are by no means pleasant 
places. Still, to help the poor fellows and ace 
the joy given was worth thelittlediscomfort. 
Every one who has given aid to this work 
may, I think, feel that he has helped to 
make some poor follow creatures happier 
and has relieved a good deal of suffering, 
A great want which n every 
hint is the almost entire absonce of any 
kind of protection from the cold at night. 
‘They can struggle through the days, but 
their nights must be full of bitter suffering. 
It would be a grent charity if something 
could be done to help ench family to 
procure a common cotton bed quilt, such 
‘as the poorest of the natives of this region 
generally possess, ‘These could be bought 
for them at the Chinese second-hand 
clothing shops, at from 75 cents to a dollar 
each. ‘These could be obtained at once 
if funds were provided, But any material, 
ch as damaged. grey prints, 
‘oll carpets, sail cloth, or ¢, would 
. Lam assured that the Rev. 
haut will willingly undertake to 
any donntion, either of money 
‘such as have been mentioned, 









































Yours truly, 
Feb, 12th, 


‘Tho interest felt in the Shantung re- 
fugees has been producing very practical 

stantial results for some days pa 
very much to the relief of the suffer 
wants, and to their comfort in this cold 
weather. 

Besides money and clothing, heretofore 
acknowledged in your paper, 345 were 
collected this afternoon in an hour, by 
Capt. Bolton. And I am assured that if 
more is needed, it will be forthcoming. 
know also that money from other quar- 
ters than this mentioned, is coming in for 
theie benefit, and large supplies of cloth 
ng as well a8 covering to protect them 
from the cold. 

A rice kitchen is also’ now open near 
them, which went into operation to-day, 
and means are in hand or forthcoming to 
feed thom all with rice for atime, It is 
worth while to note that there are now 
about 190 families and 850 persons to be 
supplied. 

‘his work, it may bi 
a small one, as these people may be in our 

hbourhood for some two months yet, 

town rogion being colder than this, 

d they will need support on theirrotuen 

j and when they get home, the 

‘need means to furnish them with 

seed to sow, und implements to cultivate 
the oil. 

And, though apparently large sums of 
money’ have been given, and quantities of 
clothing have been ch a number 
many of 




















































ly p 

uot readily supplied. The clothing and 
wrappings have by no means yet gone 
around, The women and children are 
worse off generally than the men, as 
chivalrous care of the sex is not charao- 
ic of this body; and making duo 
allowance for difference of fashion, many 
au old flannel or other woollen garment 
of little use now to their owners might 
delight. the hearts of t i 

















nt thom by th 

‘These women 

children, some of them sick with 
iseases, appeal strongly for help. 

It is no sinecure to, administer to the 

of these poor people even when the 

ed, but there are those 

who are doing and will do their part in 













this work, while the generous will: give 
of their ability. 


ee 
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‘Having for several days seen a good 
deal of this baud of poor refugees, as one 
of the almoners of the bounty of others to 
them, I offer yon the foregoing account. 
Your cbedicut servant, 


R. Nexson, 





19th Feb. 








Amusements. 


SATURDAY’S PAPER HUNT. 

Thore having been no meet of the Paper 
‘Hunt Club since the 27th January, owing 
to bad weather and the consequent yener- 
ally heney atate of the country, the liu 
on Saturday had all the charm of novelty, 
and notwithatanding that number of men 
Il up-country, a fiold of about 
rgomien put in an appearance at 
ng point next Mr, Burkill’s 
The weather was brilliant a 
comparatively warm, attracting many 
spectators, including fair proportion of 
ladies, to attend, The start led across an 
emily-nogotiable ditch, which, ordinarily 
nearly dry, was by chance ‘nearly fall 
of w Almost ull the field crossed it 
at the first attempt, and got away into the 
open beyond pretty well together. ‘There 
were, howover, aoveral recalcitrant animals, 
and much fun and laughter was occasioned 
by the frantic efforts of the ride 
got them At length all were 
ovor but two, here, despite whip aud 
exertions of « 








house, 
























atiok performed for some minu 
usually attributed to donkey-drivers at 
watoring-placos in the old country and 
elaowhere, obstinately refused to take the 
leap on auy tormy ; aud their riders, oue 
of whom liad the barest possible eacape from 
@ ducking, had to leave the hunt and in- 
continently take to the road, From the 
rt, the papor led in the direction of the 
old Bubbling Well rond, crossing which 
the course Iay to the back of Trefancha, 
nd then, akirting the Soochow 
shortly reached what are known ai 
Willow jumps, From these the paper 
noxt lod up to Jessfield, across the tidal 
crook, then down the well-kuown Jesstiold 
lino and making a direct cut for the 
Dandicap jump, For many of the hunta- 
men, the run was at this point virtually 
over, although there was © considerable 
Gistanco yet to be covered before the flags 
we ched—the paper now leading 
i ‘ond, and, ero 
1g Well line was s 
and led to the final jump, a tole 
mide ditch in a field at the back of Mr. 
Major's houso, Here a very large company 
Of spectators were gathered, who were not 
Kept long waiting after their arrival for 
tho termination of the run, When the 
loading horsemen appeared in sight, they 
were seen to be Mr. Hinckley on Pow- 
wow, on whose quarters was Mr, Ozle, 
riding ® grifin, and close behind whom 
again was Mr.” 0. Brandt on Hengis 
several others being near, but the m: 
jority of tho fiold nowhere. 
ing ‘the jump, a span 
between “th 
and the 
togeth 
atumbled, giving Pow wow the ad 
and he went in a win Mr. Hinckley 
therefore again takes the light-weight, and 
‘Mr. 0. Brandt, whose pony cleared’ the 
ditch in good’ style, immediately after 
the two leaders, the heavy weight prize, 
The others came in straggling, and there 
wore aoveral falls, but happily none of them 
wore serious. A naval contingent brought 
roar, of whom only aue- 
get ped Baloo 
ditch 
a number of bi 
himeelf carryi 


ballast in 

















































Powwow 
leap close 
slightly 










































xy 8 large quantity of 
@ of mud and water.— 















to} i 











The run was spoken of as » aplendid one 
throughout, the paper being well laid by 








Messrs. Burkill, Irving, and Walker, ie 
jumps fair, and the country generally only 
aire so, 

Correspondence. 





SILVER, 


To the Keitor of the 
Norra-Cutsa Dany News 


Srr,—Although the value of a 
vanced ‘towards the end of last year to 
point higher than the average of 1875, 
which was 56{d., and London quotations 
are maintained iv reality above fifty. 
pence per oz, standard, slewing a decided 
recorery from the gradual decline in valu 
which commenced in 1872 and reached i 
loweat point last July, yet confidence 
the future value of the metal does n 
to be restored as far as merchants 
hai are concerned. One coi 

port market of a din 





















cash in order to exchange 2? 
a feature commented up: ie North- 
China Herald Retrospect of Pieco Goods 
for 1876. ‘This is only one inatance, but I 
ink it will be conceded that confidence 
jondiness of the value of Silver i 
not generally restored. 
I ave ‘remarked that London quotae 
above 57d. ; that, or 
al quotation 
but recent experience 
that London quotations are 
t any rate when they 
They should be ao, because 
in certainly nbont i 
pre-eminence as the leading 
of the world. That is ap 
‘bly fall to San Francisco, 
produces no silver, 
fornia much near 
sumera— Japan 
Iago and Indi 




















usually nomi 


are low. 











since Euro 








the 
China, the 











side 








iatural ship. 
ping port from them to those cor 
countries, It has beon, 1 
own knowledge, principally owing to 
superior skill on the part of English 
relinors that silver has found its way from 
California to tho East through London, 
instead of by the direct route across the 
Pacific, 
‘That these quotations aro vominal just 
evident from the facts that 
port Silver at 57d, wh 













mint value of a Rupes 
ation of 1/10d. makes the value of Silver 
59.02 pence ; or deducting Inying down 
charges about 68 pence. It must be borne 
mind that as the purchasers of Comeil 
Drafis are romitters no 
imported into the calculation, as is neces- 
sary here, where bankers draw in order to 
lay down fund 
‘Notwithst ig that L have all nk 
maintained that there were mo cau 
which justified the startling fall wh 
took place in the value of the metal di 
the fret half of last year, Lam f 
confeas that there was catise for much 
uneasiness as to its val the ureat 











































West have either absolutely 
or partially demonetized it. England was 
the fir ic 





to do so in 1816. Germany did 
1873, and America’ formally in the 
year. America had practical’y done a» 
during the Civil War by the suape 

specie payments ; but in 1873, the United 
States Government, besides demonetizing 
ilver, deliberately tried to depreciate it 

a dollar 

















silver in 


nce, Belgium, “Switzerland, 








Italy and Greece. In Italy, Austria and 










Rustin, the metal- 
demonetized by uurestricted issn 
inconvertible paper money. Of the small 
countries in Kurope, Poringal long : ago 
adopted a gold currency, 
Norway and Denmark ‘li 
+0. On tho other ha 









country at once, poor 


been a considerabl 
having arrived at: 
0 of financial discredit that incon- 
vertible paper money issued by it cannot 
perform the office of cireulatin 
ties. °A like reault may b 
long for some other forced circulation 
terferenice-with 
metals lias be 













free trade in the precio 
removed, aud it is in spite of it,, and even 
of frealt instances of it, Holland to wi 
that the valuo of silver has re-asserted 
f, and in 
clamour for more of it, 

A think, therefore, that the strong natural 
position of this metal, according to Mr. 
Bagehot the normal currency of th 

ly established by reo 
and there is no ground for apprehen 
its value under’ any 
Ist there are miany con- 
h_ may speedily send it to 
1@ of 60.9 pence ; that is to 
y, the value which it has settled down 
to ‘iu the lust “coutury” or 
the groat exten 
gation has tonded to eq 
most commodities in dit 
world, perhaps 
on why silver should be in the propor- 
to yold of 15h to. 1 or thereabouts, 
instead of 20 to 1, or any other proportion, 
as Mr. Chevalier romurks, but neverthel 
it mainte 
singular pe 
L have not apace to discuss he 

‘Tho fear of the civilized world b 
inundated wi 
metal may 
































































1872/1874 bora 
ion to the amoui 
throughout the world, and 
& very much larger quantity might be 
added to it without seriously offecting the 
value of the metal, either in relation to 

which it 
q 


recently, although the quantity added to 
the circulation of the world was nearly 
doubled in w quarter of w century, say 
£350,000,000 new gold tw £400,000,000 
old, such a vat 






























it proportion. ‘he prioa 
ion to silver was not much 


-| affected, It did not fall, because no coun 


try but Holland demonetized gold, and 
it passed freely into’ circulati i 
‘The fall in the value of gold, 
in the price of silver, to over 62d. in 1859, 
and about Gldd. -in 1861/5, was due 
to an immenae.demand from the Exst, 
where in fact, a donble standard did not 
exist. It may be attributed therefore 
not to an over supply of gold, but to a 
extraordinary demand for sil 
‘The production of silver ia now quite 
lequato to the demand for consumpti 
ipated. inereasod yield 
elu 



























America, # very large falling off in appar- 
ent from the “Board of Trade Returns, 
‘The sales of the German Government last 
year have exceeded five millions aterling, 
an amount nearly “equal to all it had pre- 
viously sold since 1873, when the demone- 

ion commenced, “The want of silver 
ill keenly feltall over the East, not- 
withstanding that. large quantities “have 
n imported into India, ‘The United 
States Government has been forced to 
enter the European markets xs a purchaser 
of the very metal which was supposed to 
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s, in order to carry ou! 
‘af replacing its currency 
on. metallia basis. 5 
.. We know. from ‘the ‘painful scarcity of 
Moxican Dollars that the quantity of 
ailver exported from the country, which 
tacapés the ‘Board, of ‘Trade Returu 
ing direct ‘to China ‘and the 
The foreign 
o ‘till iat scant 













sont sway, the appearance of which. on 
the London market a year or more was 
probably n large factor in the atate of 


things which produced the panic. 
T think, quite clear that those who 
want silver will have to'pay sh for it. 
It is wanted in China and the Straits, and 
lion capital is found to purchase it's 
futth in price may be expected, It 
cannot, however, tise at present abor 
metillic val 

















compared with 
Stor 






» 6.9 






but, as long as the 
iy demonetized as at pres 

that a pressure on the part 
Council to sell drafts to 
an amount far above the temporary 
demand for remittance may depreis the 
Eastern exchanges for a time; such » 
depression nee when it 
Occurs, ‘create a feclinig of alnrm among 

perience, as well as dedu 
ing, has proved the l 
f 
























think that 
that silver will be maintained at a steady 
value of about 154 to 1, because it mai 
bo looked ‘upon as inevitable that both 
France and the United States must resume 
specie payments with the double standard. 
Tt would be « wise m roduce 






indirect tax upon 
the Opinin trade to the extent of 2 per 
cont. upon its value; whilat bringing no 
accession of revenue to the Indian mints, 
the profite revert to the Exchange banks, 
Lam, Si 

Yours 











thtuliy, 
oR. 
15th Fob. 

P.S, 18th.—The Council drafts were auld 
in London on the 16th at 1/9fd.; som 
what reducing the margin between thei 
price and the quotation of Silver. 








LEKIN ON OPIUM. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Curxa Dairy News. 
Sir—In the proclamation respecting 
lekin taxes, published in your journal th 
i sd that Opium rom 
in _as before, subject 
of lekin tax.’ Mr, vou 
Brandt may have agreed to this, but the 
position is oue that ought not to bs allowed 

























by the English Coisul here. ‘The posi- 
tion of Opium under the ‘Treaty of 
‘Tientsin is that it may be sold at the open 





ports upon payment of the import duty ; 
the “open port” here has beew jud 
decided by the Chiof Judge to m: 
the Settloment ; it was surpri 
the diplomatic, consular and munic 
authorities 















ips 
played 20 much 
ignorance Iangitage as to 
render necossery. —‘ 
fore, the present position of Opium is th 
lekin tax 










Government to allow the 
to impose taxes of any amowit they 
please upon Opium, But the Convention ix 














not yotratitied, and itis hardly likely that 
the rulers of India will cousent to a clause 
so damaging to their interests. The p 
clamation states that goods of foreign 
origin are exempt from lekin tax, but uot 
goods of native origin. Here is another 











clatiae of the Treaty of ‘Tientain very coolly 
abrogated, without even Sir T. Wade's 
consent. “Asan English merchant, I have 


the right to import native goods from an- 
other Chinese port aud sell them here, 
after paying half duty, the coast duty 
having been paid at the port of shipm 
No further duties at the port can rightly 
levied upon them, except on the xdsump- 
which, indeed, I should not be 
prised to'find upheld by certain ‘officials, 
that the Treaties metely fixed the minimum 
duty which foreiguers are bound to pay. 


am, 



















Yours faithfully, 
GR. 


Shanghai, 21st Feb. 





Saw Beports, 





4LB.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 


‘Shanghai, Feb. 15th. 
Before O, W. Goopwrx, \'» Actin 
nig udge 8 A 


‘Tae Cares Navioart0x Co, », Rosart 
Francis. 
Mr, Wancxwntonr represented the plaintiffs, 
Mr, Hannes appeared for the defendant, 


In thie case, His Lonpsmir delivered the 
following 
Judgment :-— 


In this case two several sums are claimed by 

itiffs i ut characters, the 
of a private firm, 
nts for the Chi 







posi 
who has received. goods to manage or do 
jething with—either the Sth or 6th class of 
Lord Holt’s celebrated division of 
the several kinds of bailments. This was the 
view taken by counsel on both sides. Only it 
in contended for the defendant that he was a 
gratuitous bailee (the 6th class), w! it 
Admitted in the statement of the case that 
was indirectly benefited by the employment 
of the plaint in the way th 
described. But on the whole [ do not sco 
that it matters whether he be considered to 
acted gratuitously or not, ao far aa the 
dogreo of care which he was bourid to 
ia concerned. With regard to » bail 
reward (the 5th class), Lord Holt lays it down 
that though  bailes’ or factor is to ha 
reward for his management, yet he in onl 
do the best he can, and if he be robbed it 
a good account. ‘While wi 
purely gratuitous bailee who has undertaken 
held 





































. appears that 
what is called ordinary diligence is required, 
jg more. Supposing then that the 
moneys lost in this caso lind beon abstracted 
by a thief (other than the defendant 
servant) in, the absence of. proof of want 
ordinary diligence in keeping them, the de- 
fendaut could not, I think, be held auswerable. 
But the case being that the defendant's own 
servant is the thief, the real question upon 
which the decision must turn, is that of the 
liability of « master for the actions of 
is very broadly laid 
the master is ordin- 
ly “a civil auit for the 
frauds and negligences, the tortions or wrong- 
fal acts of hie servant, if these acts are done 


















































agent as competent and fit to be trusted, 
and thereby in effect he warrants his 
fidelity and good conduct in all matters 

jim the scope of his agency. But the 
generality of this principle is greatly dimin- 
ished by the interpretation put upon the 
words “the scope or course of his agency.” 
For, to quote again the words of Story, 
“ Although the principal is thus liable for the 
torts or negligence of rent, yet we to 
understand the doctrine with ita jast limita. 
tions, that the tort or negligence occurs in the 
course of the agency. For the principal is not 
liable for t1 nce of iis agent 
im any matters beyond the scope of the ageucy, 
unless he has expressly authorised them to 




























be done, or he has subsequently adopted them 
‘or bent 





for his own it, Hence 





that 
















the principal Viable for the un- 
authorised, the wilful, or the malicious act ér 
treapase of hi leadii 
quoted on this 


8. Cricket,” wi 
in an action of trespass for the wilful act of 
his servant in dri 
against the plaintit? 
boing present, and not having in any manu 
rected or assented to the act of his serva 
The result of the several casoe which ar 
grounded on thia decision seems to be that a 
master is not answerable for the trespass, 
much less the felonious act of his servant, 

mu when committed iu a certain senso in the 
sree of his employment, or while in oth 
respects fulGilling the ordinary functions of 
hin employment, provided the master do not 
authorize the act of wrot ", Inthe 

fo 


(which was not quot 
arguinent), wh 


































‘of the Company. In 
Wensleydale remarke— 
all cas 









master giv 
& carriage, or aniwal, or chattel, to another 
font, the master is only i 
for want of # 
and further, 








ployment, uot 
by the mseter, and though the 
uch au act be direct 40 
the we have 





injury by 
relates to 











(American), Gr 
v, Riches, where employers were held uot 
iable for fraudulent or felonious acte of their 
cts arose out of the 

wero engage 

by the fact of 
ich employments, 
Sual id Giblin 
uciple that a mu: 








employments 
and were rendered. por 
their being engaged 

‘The caseu of F 
‘MeMullen assume the 


















fraud of i 
vant unless negligence be shown. I think 
therefore that present 
Whether there was 
‘such negligence in the defen procedure 





as will render hin liable for the fraudulent 
though it wa 
employment in 
ed, and it might 
tobe done in the course 
of his employment, was certainly beyond the 
scope of his employment, and in no way aiitho- 
zed by the defendant. Now the case ws stated 

nothing of 1 e, nor does it in my 
pinion afford ground for the inference that 
less than ondins It appears 
tached to 
tho threo years that he had 
business of Francis & Co. He 
ted with and dealt faithfully 
with very large sums of the plaintiffs’ money. 
easy to imagine how » fraud of 

which he ultimately practised could 
been guarded t by any system of 
jecke, aud defendant secms to lave taken 
nut less care of the plaintiffs’ property than 
he did of his own in Suaw’s haudy twas 
requisite from the uature of the business that 
‘Shaw should have the actual coutrol of the 
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money, and I believe it is admitted that the 
plaintiifs were fully coguizant of this. Under 
these circumstauces I can see no reason to 
infer that the defendant fell short of that 
ordinary diligence which was incumbent upon 
Dim, ia dealing with the plaints’ property 5 
audT am led to decide that the defendant 
ia not liable to the plaintiffs inthe sum of 
‘Tia, 6,073.30 claimed by ther 

The smaller claim of ‘Tis, 57.18, made by 
the plaintiffs as general agents of the China 
Navigation Company, seems to me to stand 
upon very different grounds from the other. 
It appears that in the course of their business 
‘as agents for the Company, Messrs, R. Francis 
&Co, had to make certain payments on 
‘accounts of brokerages to shippers, aud they 
from titne to time rendered accounts of their 
Payments to the general agents aud debited 
the Company with them. ‘The company was 
debited by Francis & Go, through the sub- 
agent Shaw with certain broker to the 
amount of Tis. 57.18, alleged to have been 

id to certain shippers on shipments made in 
1875, but which in fact were never paid by 
Shaw. Now I cannot see what ground Fra 
& Co. can have for refusing to rectify their 
accounts by atriking out this debit, or in 
other words to repay the Tis. 57.18 they 
have improperly got from the plaintiffs. 
whey would otherwise, so 

a 
































iF AS appears on 






the face of the case, be taking advantage of 
the fraud perpetrated by their servant, and 
‘would be gainers by it. ‘Th geut Shaw 


may or may not have contrived to pocket the 
sum himself, but be at any rate neglected to 
and ible to say that 















& Co, be debited 
erefore I must gi 
plainti 

8 tho more important part of th 
is in favour of the defendant, and it 
that costs should abide the event, the co 
should be paid by the plaintiffs, | Had 
aller sum aloue been sued for, the plain- 
tiffs even if successful would have hiad. in such 
‘case as the present no costa beyond costs of 
court. 














CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, Feb. 12th, 
Before R. A. Mowas, Esq. 
Koo-Ausze v. A. FULLER. 
a claim for $7 for way 
Defendant is a publican at Woosung, and 
plaintiff hed been finitt 
wished to Teave his 
oso new-year t 
relatives, nnd 
jount of 
wuently. i 
honesty were 
box several 
and other lodgers were di 
1e he Wok the $4 from the plaintiff, 
ued for the full inonth’s wages. 
Plaintiff protested that the articles found 
in his box were his ow 


















a the holiday with 
jefeyidant gave him 
¢ alleged was owi 
of the plainti 
used, and on 


































result 
tthe plain. 


charge in the Mixed Court 
welonging to the 


tiff for stealing the articl 
defendant, 








Fo-xer v, F. A. Gnoost. 

Plaiutiff sought to recover $09.99 for com- 
mission on a wale of land. 

De ut denied his liability. 

Plaintiff, who could only” speak a Little 
pidgin English, being unable to satisfactorily 
explain the particulars of his claim, his 
Honour adjourned the hearing until Monday 
next for the produetion of au interpreter, 











Feb, 14th, 
Birs. Parensox v. Gronce Fou. 

‘This was a claim for $60 for wages for the 
month of Febra: 

Defendant acknowledged hi 
the amount of $12, but against thi 
had a/aet-off for board and lodgi 
plaintiff aud her husband. 

Plaintiff depos © defendant was 
the proprietor of an hotel in Hongkew. 
On the Ist of January he engaged her as 
nianageress, No agreement was made, and 
the amount of salary was not mentioued. At 





indebteduers to 
dhe 
for the 

















1 





jonth defendant gave her $60 
services and asked her to stay 
another month. She promised to 
do so. Five or six days afterwards she went 
gut for a short time in the afternoon, | De- 
fondant gave her permission to go. When she 
returned: one of the boys told’ her that de- 
fendant had been saying something against 
her during her absence. She complained 








that it would have been much better if he 
had spoken to her instead of to the boy bebind 
her back. Defendant ouly said, ‘It is my 
Dusinese, the house belongs to me.” She 
told him she was the manageress and that ho 
had promised not to interfere with avything 
in the bar, While she was out defendant 
had ordered the chair ske bad been ac- 
customed to use to be taken away. She 
asked him for it and he told her she could not 
have it, aud commenced to swear. She told 
him, as the manageress, she was entitled to 
the chair, and he replied “that if I liked 
Teould leave, and he would pay me for the 
few days of the month.” She objected to 
this, aud demanded a ‘month’s wages. Ho 
declined her request aud she went away. 

‘Defendant said the plaintiff had not fally 

i originated. She 
i of having a glase 
of “Old Tom” in the morning, and a bottle 

mut to breakfast without giving credi 
and that upset his check on the 
‘boys as to what was eold aud what lad 
to be accounted for. He lad dismissed one 
of the China boys for dishonesty, and plaintiff 
was vexed because he had done.o ; aud she was 
also vexed because she thought he wauted one 
of the boys to keep a check on her. She was 
very violent about the chair, talked of shooting 
him with a revolver, and threatened to amash 
his head with a bottle. She ordered him to 
leave his own house, and then he dismissed 
her. ‘There was no agreement between them. 
She was to have $60 per month or 
as long ax she stopped with him. 
was (or a fortuight's board aud lodging for the 
plaintiff and her husband before the opening 
of the hot. 

Plaintiff said she was doing the defendant's 
work during this time, 

‘Mr, Maguire way called, but he kc 
little about the affair, He only heard plai 
tiff threaten to break the defendant's head 
with a bottle. 

Defendant said he asked the plaintiff to go 








































‘hie refused and used bad language. 
Plaintiff said she should have gone up stairs 
if she could have got to her room, Butdefendant 

liad ordered the door to be locked. 
Defendant said this was after he had dis- 
charged h 
His Hoxour said it appeared to him that 
the plaintiff had in the firat instance 
discharged herself from the defendant's 
service. But if even that were not 80, she 
certainly merited dismissal from the lavguage 
‘she used towards her employer in ordering 
hhim oat of his own bar-room and threatening 
to break his head with a bottle. In either 
itled to more than the 




















the suggestion of the Court, 
wuld withdraw bis set-off for board 
and lodgings. 

‘A verdict for $12 was entered, without 








Notice of appeal was given. 


Feb. 19th, 
He Foxer v. F. A, Groom, 

Claim for Brokerage on a Sale of Land. 

Plaiutifl, a Chinese, sued to recover $99.99, 
for brokerage on a sale of laud to the defeud- 

‘The case was adjourned ou the 12th 
instant, for the presence of an interpreter. 
Yaxo Hupino now attended in that capacity, 
and the case proceeded. 

He Fexve deposed—I am a broker—a 
general broker, in land, houses, and timber. 
Ou the 20th day of the 11th moon last 
year, defendant’s compradore came to me, 
and’ said his master wanted to buy 
1 piece of ground. He described the locality, 
ani said it belonged formerly to Way Yue 
chong, and had pre sly been sold to him 
by the defendant, ‘The compradore told me 
that he knew the land at the present moment 
belonged to Way King-kee, He then asked 
me to tell hima all about it, because he kue' 




















that Way King-kee wanted to dispose of it, 


to the defendant of this, explaining to him | eul 


up stairs until her temper cooled down, but | ¢he 





I afterwards brought forward the busincss 
with Way King-kes. ‘The price of the land 
was to be Tis. 500 per mow, but Way King- 
Keo wanted the Tis. 500 clear. He meant 
there was to be no brokerage deducted from it, 
I then wout to the defendaut, ia company 
with the compradore; and afterwards the 
compradore told me that defendant was will- 
ing to offer Tis. 400 or Tle. 500 per mow. I 
subsequeatly spoke to Way King.Leo about it, 
and he aid he wanted the ‘Tis. 500 per mow, 
clear. ‘The brokerage was not to be included 
init, After that interview, defendant said 
he wan willing to gives. 500 per mow clear, 
without including brokerage. ‘The compradoro 
told me that the brokerage was to be paid 
besides the price per mow. I returned to the 
defendant with the compradore, and spoke to 
him about it, I am speaking of the first time 
I saw the defendant on this business, I 
told the defendant the brokerage was to be 
paid to me. outside the purchase money. 
id he had spoken to the compra: 
dore about it; and then told me J must 
‘man who would sell him the land, I told 
‘him the man was Way King-kee, Defendant 
in a hurry, aud said he would pay 
bargain-mouey. I told him the price was 
‘ie. 500 per mow clear, aid he said it 
ras all right aud agreed to the purchase, 
‘Tho money was to be paid after fourteen 
days, When that time camo, defendant 
talked about the brokerage, aud promised 
togive me $100. Ihad said I wauted ‘ls, 100; 
but the compradore told me that his master 
roald pay me $100, and that I need uot 
bother his master about it again, He meant 
that I was not to go to him to apply for the 
Payment every day," Th com adore told me 
that, when I went to Way King-keo’s, It 
‘was on returning, that the defendant said he 
would give me $100. Inever got the $100, 
or anything, {have applied five or ix times 
for it. I first applied on tho 8th day 12th 
moon, That was the timo when the purchase 
money was to be paid. I went to the defend- 
ant’s office for it. He told me to come on the 
next Monday to receive my brokerage. I 
went, and defendant then told me to come 
next day at four o'clock. I went a 
that time, and was told to come on We 
day, at the same hour. I went, but defeud- 
aut’ did not pay me; nor has he paid me 
anything. 

By defendant—I say I am a broker, I 
have bought aud sold land before, During 
1¢ past year I have bought i 
‘Phie in the third transaction I hi 












































had. 
1 was in Way Yueu-chong's employ, and 
left it the year bofors last, It is’ four- 
teen mouths ago that I left, I was Way 


Yuen-choug’s purser. I have therefore been 
broker for fourteen months, and during 
that time have sold two pieces of Iand, In 
the purchase of land, the custom amonga 
Chiness is for the buyer to pay brol 
‘The customary brokerage is on sums not 
ceeding Tle. 1,000 or Tia, 2,000, five per cent., 
not exceeding Tis. 10,000, two and a half per 
cent. ; between Tle. 2000 and Tle. 10,000, 
two and a half to three per cont., and for 
sums over ‘Tle, 10,000 two and a’ half per 
cent, On this sale, I was entitled to yet 
two or three per cent. I considered myself 
entitled to receive over Ts. 70, at three per 
cent. $100 is moro than “Ils, 70. I do not 
know what the custom is between Chinese 
and foreigners. 

Upon calculation, it was anid the value of 
$100 was Tis. 70.51. 

By His Hoxoun—At the time T sold the 
land, I did not know its extent—I guessed 
the price would be Tie, 2,000, and that the 
brokerage would be five per cent, 

By defendant—I did not know the extent 
or area of the land until tho bill of sale was 

out. I knew where the laud was 
juated. I knew all about the laud before 
sndant’s compradore spoke to me 

When the price was settled, you 
were ia great, uery, bat you promised 
me $100. The document you now produce 
was written at the same time. 
Dofendant—Then I could not have been in 

ny great hurry, if there was time to write 
is document, 

His Hoxon—It does not matter wh 
you were iu a hurry or not, The qu 
is—Did you promise him the $100? 

Defendant—I did not. I want to show 
that what he is stating is a tissue of false- 
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Plaintiff, farther questioned as to when the 
Aocument produced was written, said it was 
‘written at the time he had named, and thi 
‘Way King-kee was the owner of the land. 
[The document set forth that Way Yuen 
chong was theowner,} You (defendant) wrote 


ourself. 
Bofendant—I kuow I did, but I explained 
to you why. I donot know that it is meces- 

to go into all this. I merely want to 
shew ho is telling a tisrue of lies, 















Appended to the document in English was 
another in Chinese, and. His Honour directed 
Heding to 6 its contents. 








of payment . 

ed, also wished to make out that 

& promise to pay all costs—the 

Consulate fees as well as the expenses of 
ido ma 





doc f, and he understood 

it only contained the price of the land per 

‘Whatever else it contained, he 

id a word about paying 

je middle man, If that was 

contained in it, why di plaintiff put 

down the sum to be paid to the middle man 
1 $100, and any it was tobe paid by him? 

Plaintiff, on being qu i 

7 


od that 
"Belendaat 


why he was putting th 
aaclt knew perfectly well 





















himse partic 
about the land. The land was originall; 
Bought by Way Yuen-cbong, and ho (defend 
ant) did’ not Know but ‘what it was stil in 


his possossion. ‘The only thing the plaintiff 
had to do in the present matter was to say 
who held the title deeds. Way Yuen-chong 
ys away from Shanghai, but defendant 
Koew he wanted to soll the land for the 
* had given for it. He sent 
his compradore to Way Yuen-chong, to pro- 

ove the purchase to him, and it was then 
found he was absent from Shanghai. 
Plaintiff afterwards aaid the title deeds wer 
held by Way King-keo, and then tried to 
aqueez the brokerage from both defendant 
and Way King-keo, but both refused to give 
him what he aaked, telling him the work he 
had done for them was not worth two per 
cont, He (defendant) also told plaintiff that 
the agrocment for the sale of the land con- 
tained no reference as to brokerage, but that 
when the aalo was completed, he would give 
him something for his trouble. 

His Hoxovr.—Then you considered bim » 
broker? 

‘Defondant—No, I did not ; but I thought 
he was entitled to receive something. 

His Hoxour—Why is there no reference 
to that in the document he signed? 

Defendant—What I told him was that I 
would pay him brokerage if he was = trac 
broker. No amount was atated. I also aaid 
that I should not py ‘him 24 per cent., which 
would be moro than tho full brokerage paid 
tora rogular land agent, He claimed ‘is, 100 
at first, and was then told he would not 
be paid anything of the sort. He came 
to my office several times afterwards, asked 
for paymeut, and was very impertinent. 
T at last told him he had better take the 
matter to the Consulate, and he has done so. 
He now sues me for more than he is entitled 
to by his own showing, and of course I 


































declined to pay ; but T am still quite willing 
to pay him a fair sum for the little work be 
id. 


His Hoxour asked plaintiff to whom he 
sold the two other lots of land last year? 
Plaintiff said to Chinese in both cases, and 
both paid him brokerage at 2} per cent., the 
. value being over ‘Tis, 1,000 in each 
ease (Plaintiff here corrected himself, and 
iid he received five per cent. brokerage in 
h of these cases.) ‘The two purchasers are 
still in Shanghai. 
iis HonovE directed plaintiff to write down 
ames and addresses, Plaintiff haviog 
so, His Honoar oext asked him the 
amount of brokerage he was paid by them in 





























the time, but inking Way Yuen-chon; 
twas the real owner, he sont to kim touee if he 
would sell. 

gtr, Rem na wee park ale cat 
lepoted —I am compradore at Meters, Russel 

& Co.'s. cannot speak English. 

His Hoxovm considered it, strange that, 
holdin, sé position, he could not speak 
English, and Girested Hoding to quewtion 
him again. 

Witness now said be was a clerk in the 
compradore’s office at Messrs. Russell & Co.’s. 

His HoSoUR cautioned the witness to speak 
‘the truth. 

‘Witness resumed—!_ was pres 
fendant’s office, on the 20th di 
12th moon, [ gold the land in question 
‘the defendant. Way Yuen-choug sold 
to me. I did not bear anything said 


defendant's office about payment to 
i ld and 
























. 500 per mow. 
Fu-kee that I wanted to sell 
know whether it was known 


Thad only told 
Tdid not 


ut to it. 
no legal transfer of the land from Way Yue 
chong. Ihave only the title deeds. 

Defendant, addressing His Honour, sxid— 
‘The plaintiff, you will see, did nothiug at 
all. He merely sold the land on account of 
Way Yuen-chong, in whose service he had 
been; and I say Way Yuen-chong was still 
the owner, and that no sale took place to 
Way King:kee, 

WAY-KEE next deposed that he also was 
present in defendant's office at the time of 
the sale to him, and heard nothing said about 
brokerage being paid by him to plaintiff. 

Defendant's compradore deposed—My mns- 
ter told me he wanted to buy back the 
piece of land which he had formerly sold 
to Way Yuen-chong, and sent me to en- 
quire abont it. Way Yuen-chong was not 
in Shanghai, and I went to the plaintif, 
because I knew he was formerly in Way 
‘Yuen-chong’s 2mploy, and I thought he might 
know about the land. I asked him in whose 
hands the title deeds were, and told him my 
master wanted to buy the land. Plaintiff 
would not then tell me where the title deeds 
were, but next day told me that Way King- 
eo was tho owner, and that he was willing 
































to sell at Tis. 500 per mow. Plaintiff said he 
wanted Te. 100 broker 
ant & 


He told d 
Defendant said he would not 
‘amount, but that he was to wai 
iness was transacted. On settling the 
sale with Way King-kee, defendant promised 
to giv plaintiff Tis. 50. 

laintiff, recalled by His Honour, said he 
had heard what the witness had said. 

His Hoxour said the comprad 
showed that he went to the pl 
toa broker, but to find out where 
chong was. But it seemed that plaintiff knew 
something about Way Yuen-chong’s business, 
and the compradore told him his master 
wanted to buy thia particular piece of ground. 
Plaintiff said be knew where the present 
‘owner was, but he would not tell unless he 
got something for the information. 

Plaintiff, on being asked about the promise 
said by the compradore to have been made 
by the defendant of ‘Ils. 50, eaid defendant 
promised him Tls. 58.77. 

Defendant—I did not promise him anything, 
and certainly woul not pay him 24 per cent., 
for I found out afterwards that he was not a 
broker at all, but simply an employé of Way 
‘Yuen-chong’s; aud that he did not know 
where the jana was, nor its extent, I knew 
tall those particulars myself, and all he did 
was to simply say, “I know who holds the 
title deeds.” I said I would not pay him 


\d- 






















each case? 
Plaintiff replied Tis. 75 on Tis. 1,500, and 
‘Tis. 55 on Tis. 1,050, for which sums the land 








rogutered in Way "Yuea-choog’e name, bat in 
Mr, Cowie’s, He (defendant) knew that at 


brokerage, but would give him something for 


his trouble. I did not consider Way King- 
kee owner. 

is Hoxove—But you actually paid him 
Tia. 150 bargain money. 


Defendant—Yes, through my compradore, 
‘The two other men whose names are signed to 


the document were trustees of Way Yuen- 
chovg’s, and that is why I wanted thoir 
names attached, to show that they had power 
to sell the land, 

His Hoxour—What more could a broker 
have done for you than this man did? If yon * 
knew all the particulars about the land, what 
Would have been the use of his bringing them 
toyout It seems it was land you sold to 
‘Way Yuen-chong and that you wanted to buy 
it back again from him: 

Defendant—And the sale by Way Yuen- 
chon; i sn. proved. 
in business, and the 





















have said, I am willing to pay 
i, but object to pay the plaintiff 24 
per cent. because he is uot a regular broker. 
His Hoxour—I will give you an opportunity 
to enquire into the terms of the sales of land 




















two men whose names he has given. If 
he did not get commission, then his claim to 
be a broker falls to tho ground ; but if he did, 





then he was a broker. 

Defendant—In this case I looked upon him 
as principal. 

His Hoxovr—But your compradore says 
you promised him Tis. 50. If you like to have 
an adjournment to have time to enquire of 
the two men, I will grant it, 

Defendant—Then the sale of thore two 
jeces of land will be héld to constitute him » 
jand broker ? 

His Hosour—tt will show that during the 
last fourteen months 
asa broker. If I 

ough to get 


8, it would not the less make me a 




















bill broker. 
Defendant—I want this case settled 60 a8 


to be the custom in ti 
ind between Chinese an 
If the caso is settled that the 
if is entitled to charge 24 per ceut., it 

Togarded as settled 
ll Heding, perhaps 










plai 
will be a precedent, and 
once for all. If you will 
an aay what the custom 
In reply to the Defendant, who said—T! 
case between a Chines ‘and foreign 
it the custom for the buyer to pay the 
said he had never heard of 
stter for 





















arrangement, when a Chinese 








foreigner, who shall pay comm 
want to'know is, is the plaint 
entitled to claim’ from 


















































sor of land, the 
rokerage? I want it eettle 
precedent. 

His Hosoun—If you cannot atiafy me that 
paces is not a broker, I must take 
his own statement, that he is a brok 

Defendant—Granted he ix a broker, he it 
not entitled to charge 24 per eent. 

His Hosovn—He sold those two pieces of 
land, and received five per cent, commission. 
He cannot say anything about the custom of 
telling Iand to foreiguers, because he never 
sold any to them but’ he thinks he is 
entitled to the same amount from a fo 
who employs him as from a Chinaman. 
say the amount of brokerage is always a 
matter of arrangement between Chinese and 
foreigners as to who sbould pay it, and how 
muclt is to be pa it i 
this case, if that Pr 
you ought to have fixed the price witl 

a broker, is it not 
to know the practice? 

His Honour—Notif he has had no dealings 
before with foreigners. It was for you, who 
knew the practice, to follow it. 

Defendaut-—But I did uot treat him as a 
broker. 

His Hoxoun—I consider that he did all 
that, if he actually were a broker, a broker 
needed to do in the case to get his commision, 
It is to ascertain whether he is a broker by 
business that I offer you an adjourament. 

‘Defendant showing uo willingness to accept 
the affer, 

Hi oR went on to say—It seoma 
to mo that plaintiff is entitled to recover 
Tis. 58.77, i.e. 24 per cent. on the amount, 
with the costs of Court, and I shall make 
an order for that amour 

Defendant—I suppose I have the right of 
appeal. 

Delendan Sight Takk yf the 

fendaut—Might 1 ask for a copy of the 
judgment, and that it shall be entered’ on the 
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judgment, but only the usual order for the 








mount awarded. On appeal, the whole 
matter re-heard. 


Feb, 20th. 


) HJ, Sweets v. H. B. Mruuer, 

Plaintiff sued as the liquidator of the firm 
of Messre, Watson & Co. ‘The claim was for 
$30.due on a promissory note, dated the 9th 
of November, 1875, together with interest at 
the rate of 10 per cent per annum. 

‘The promissory note was acknowledged by 
tho defendant, who said he had paid $33 into 
Court, $30 a8 the amount of the claim, 
without interest, and $3 costs. 

Plaiutitt was di ied with this amount. 

ney was tendered him only five minutes 
the caso was called on; and he wanted 
terest, 
‘His Hoxour said the note was payable a 
month from date—on the th of Decomber, 
1875 ; and ou an overdue promissory note 
interest was payable. : 

Defendant replied that the note said nothing 
about interest om the face of it, and lie thought 
he could show by two questions to the plain- 
tii “that he "plaintff)' was not entitled to 


iff examined by defendant—The note 
was given for a debt you owed the firm of 
Watson & Co, Ou the bill-heads of the firm 
there was nothing about the debtor having 
























Ho pay interest. 
jefendant said under those circumstances 
it,was plain no interest could be claimed. 

His Hoxoun said the claim was on a pro- 





missory note which took the placo of the 
original bill, and, tho note being overdue, 
interest was'payable from the 9th of Decem: 
ber, 1875, its duo date. 

Defendant then disputed the rate of interest 
claimed, and, 

His Honour. decided to allow 8 por cent., in 
‘accordance with the custom of the Cours, 

‘Judgment was accordingly entered for the 
amouut paid into Court together with invereat 
at the rate of 8 , cent., amounting to $2.80, 
from the 9th of December, 1875, to date. 





_MIXED COURT, 


Shanghai, Feb. 19tb. 


Before tho Chineso Magistrate Cuex and 
W, D. Seence, Esq., British Assessor, 
Disorderly Conduet. 

A Chinese cook and coolie were charged by 
Georgo Ford, with making » disturbance in 
hotel in Hongkew. It 
somo dispute about wages 
their employer, which culminated in 
turbance in question. The case cs 
o 





















was no 
holidays 














P: wnded on 
On the case being now called 
EN taid that as the Chwe: 
‘of opinion that justice 
in a cano where the 
hiad been brought bef 
Court for murde 
(Chen) positively ied to hear any ‘care 
brought -by the present complainant in the 
‘Mixed Court. 

By ig been interpreted o Ford, he 
protested against the course taker 
Magistrate, and said he thought 





















* tom to bring 
is caso before the notice of the British 


his 





Gxtragts, 


‘HE VALUE OF LAND IN HONGKONG, 
(China fail.) 

In spite of the general ory of dulness of 
trade in the Colony, the value of landed pro- 
perty scems to fully majutain its value, and 
this fact.may be taken as a siga of the prospe- 
rity of the place, notwithstanding the common 








complaint of bad times, | Some fe maa 
ago the property known as 's lots was 
pot up for sale, when it was bought by the 

yvernment for over $51,000, while the same 
property was offered and rejectel only two 
years before for sométhing like $32,000. . Yes- 
terday (5th) the ground known as the Bamboo 
Plantation, in front of the Man Mo Temple, 
and next to the Central School, was put up 
at auction in five lots, This land ‘haa hitberto 
been ‘held by a man known as Sang Tepsou, 
who obtained it from the Government, when 
this island was first colonized, on a nominal 
rental of $1 a-year ; and this lucky fellow has 
all along derived over $1,000 annually from 
his bargain. As.the Government is desirous 
of re-building the Central School on a larger 
scale, and as this project will entail a great 
outlay, it has hit upon the idea of turning thi 
waste of a plantation toa useful purpose by 
offering it forsale, The prices realized were 
far beyond expectation, the upset prices for all 
the ote aggregating no more than $9,000, while 
the amount fetched wae no less than $49,550, 
being some $40,000 over the official 
‘Tho tiret lot was bought by Mr. Hing Keo for 
$3,700, who alao was the successful bidder 
for the second lot at. $8,750. ‘The third lot 
fetched the highest price, having been bought 
by Tung Alook for $15,000. ‘This price is 
cousidered excessive, regard to the 
nature of the possession, being ouly a public 
latrine, ‘There is, however, one thing which 
places the land in the high ‘estimation of the 
purchaser. It happens to be situated directly 























in front of his dwelling, aud as he is a stern | di 


believer in Fung-shuey, ‘bi fers to sacrifi 
fom of monep athe? thud that his dowete 





should fall under the malign influence of the |"! 





wind and water, The adjoining lot was also 
brought by Mr. Hing Kee for $10,900, The 
fifth lot is that directly opposite the Man Mo 
‘Temple, and the Joss House Committee were 
determined to buy it at any price, as they 
held that the erection of any buildings in front 
would militate against the benign influences 
of the Deities in the ‘Temple over the way. 
‘They therefore went so far as to bid $11,200 
for this lot. Altogether tho sale was a great 
success, but this, no doubt, is owing in some 
measare to local circumstances. 








OPENING OF THE KIOTO RAILWAY. 
(Japan Herald, from Native Paper. ) 
Yestorday (Sth Fobruary) was the day ap- 
pointed for the opening of the Railway be- 
tween Kioto and Kobe. ‘The Emperor left 
hia palace at 9.a.m. to attend the ceremouy. 
‘The procession was formed as follows :-— 
Ofticers of the Ken on horseback. 
‘The Imperial Standard, 
A Troop of Cavalry. 
‘Army Officers in two lines. 
‘The kmperor’s Attendants and their Vice- 
Superintendent SH a the 8 
‘The Emperor in carriage, with the Super- 
intendent of "Attendants. f 














a 
Kido, Sau 

Viee-Minister of the Navy; Mle 

ibuto, of the Navy ; Emperor's 
iysician, Sub-Director of Shikibuco, anid 

Secretary of Finance—all in carriages. 

Cavalry in two lines. : 

‘The Emperor's charger. 

Policeinen were stationed along the whole 
route, from the Palace to the Railway Station 
at Sichiyo, 

‘The Minjster of Public Works Department, 
the Director of Railways, and other officers 
and princés, had assembled in the 
poraily erected for the Mikado, who, on hi 
arrival at the “station was received by them 
and the foreign representatives, Thielatter were 
introduced by Mr. Shikibuto to tlie MMi 
ho saluted each separately, aud 
seat, ‘The Director of Railways 
‘2 map of the railway, and repo 
was ready. The Mikado then rose and 
went to the train, preceded by the 
of the Pablic Works Department, the Director 
of Railways, and Br. Shikabuto, and followed 
by the Impérial family, the counsellors, and 
the foreign wentatives. The band of 
music played while the Mikado and suite took 
their aeata in the train, and, under a salvo 
Of artillery, the train’ was put in motion. 
‘When the ‘train reached the Osaka station, 
he band struck up again, anil the men-of-war 
in harhonr aalated with their guns. 


























the | At any rate, he claimed the Josses to be 










the train and entered 
the station, where he was received. by the 
Governor of Osaka and officers, together with 
the Foreign Consuls and foreign employée, whi 
e introduced by Mr. Shikibuto. Alter tl 
Mikedo lind seated biipscll with his family, 
counsellors, and other fiers on both aiden, 
the principal merchants of Osaka presented a 
congratulatory address, to which the Ewpgror 
replied. through’ the ‘Governor. After. the 
Mikado had rested awhile, he re-entered the 
train and reached Hipgo, where’ the sai 
ceremony was gone throug: as in Osaka. 
‘At7 p.m. the Emperor retu 
station, Kioto, where th 
presented an ‘address, 
was received by tl 
‘Emperor then 
ment to the 
Departinent and'the Director of Railways, to 
which the Minister of Public Works me 
Wag very bad, and much snow 
vious night, Nevertheless, 
great many 
laces both in Kiot 








































, the 
high officers of atate 
entertained at dinner by the Mikado, at 
Kennenji, Kioto. 


‘The Hiogo News says in the 
foreign ministers an 
wor 






HLE. the Bi 












the repr 
res, We 





asalute. One man had’ both 
and another lost his thumb, 








‘THE MUNICIPAL GoDs, 
(China Afait.) 

A question may probably be raise 
in our Law Courts, to decije whethier 
is moveable or immoveable property— 
works, whether it ie or ie uot a Bua} 
may be remembered that among 
ments on Rangel’s property, sold by 
ago, wat the Sing 


ors of Sing Wong, 
ea, bnd their domiciles "The" 


ound was afterwards resumed bi 
Jovernment, nt time had 

between the 

entitle the buyer to give notice to 

house lessee of an increase of rent of 

redl per cent, and while tho question 

of. 1 discussed, 





shor 


Jou 
oth 





Rete 
Wong 
with 
‘Tho whole 
the 
lapse 
and the resum) ea to 














0 Joss- 
















whole ground, ‘toge 
Tioreone In due dime the Tease vacated the 
oid. was about removit 
R archaser 
property, 

vg bought the place in the 
{instance, all the tities that were in it were 
hie, presuming that the Josses were fixtures, 










as they formed no part of the less farni 
ture, On the otlior hand, the lessee coiitendéd 
that, although they were not part of his furni- 
the possession of them had been dedicated 
1. - Moreovs ey were part and parcel 
of the “tools” of bis profession as 
of the ‘Temple. “Now, if ever this knotty 
question ahould be submitted tp i 
of a Court of Justice, wo iningi 
severely test the wits of any lawyer, however 
‘well.he might.be versed in the law of rights 
of property, for there are no less than five 
individuals’ who eoald. be ‘made. par 
the suit, and there is the question whether 
the Josses “are moveable or immoveable 
property. For the sake of argument, I 
us say they are moveable property. ‘This 
Teaves the question as far from settlement 
as ev presiming the purchaser to be 
the plaintiff and the lessee the defeudant, 
there are the iuterests of the Government 
to be cousidered. It resumes the ground, and. 
is practically the owner of everything im- 
moveable, low the Government sells ail the 
materials of the buil on the ground to = 
‘coutractor, and ¢ ividual bas a claim to 
the Josses'as f 
Purchased by 1 
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here step in, namely, the donors who de- 
dicated the Josses to the Temple. They say 
they originally paid for the Josses, and so 
HEE ‘Satta tobe tho. propery of hs 
they contin 
Pullio; but inanauch as the Temple in to be 
alled down and removed elsewhere, the 
Rouors have a right to reclaim them, their use 
having been thus diverted from the object for 





yhich they. were primarily presented. In 
View of all Ghose didicaltien the Registrar Ge- 
neral, has, we bel ken ‘of the 





» ta y 
‘Jouses and lodged them temporarily in the Go- 
vernment Store. But ey an action in 
trover by any of the claimants referred to 
might be sustainable againat thia official ; but 
a ‘any to this? the 
Habeas Corpus Act be applicable in such 
‘ase or not ? 









2 











‘THLEORAMs. 
(From the Daily Press.) 

London, 30th January, 

‘The reported disarming of the Turki 


population is now discovered to have 
been unfounded. 








Ist February. 
In view of tho present aspect of affairs 
some definite indication of the course 
which Russia intouds to pursue 





anxious- 








ment desires to recede from the ground 
which it has hithorto assumed. 
‘Tho foreign Conauls at Ragusa are now 
ing Princo Nikita to follow th 
tive act by Priuce Milan, aud to make 


Pent tho Middle 














Sessions, the appoal of 
Dé, Slade, tho Spiritualist ‘odin, haa 
eon heard, and the former conviction, by 
which ho was aentenced to three mont 
imprisonment with hard Iabour for obtain- 
ing money under falso proteuces, was 
quashed. 

‘A summons has theroupon been taken 
out against him for conspiracy. 


bth February. 

‘The Sublime Porto agrocs to negotiate 
with Princo Nikita on the basis of the 
statu quo ante, 

‘An agrooment betwoon the Porte and 
Sorvin in, howover, at present considered 
doubtful. 

‘Tho Russian Government has issued a 
ciroular to the Groat Powers in which it 
asks what course the Powers intend to 
puraue in view of the Porte’s rejection of 


their demands, 
8th February. 

Tho Sultan has dismissed the Grand 

Vizier Midbat Pasha from his post, and 

has appointed Edhen Pasha to sucoeed him. 

‘Parliament was opened by Hor Majesty 






















Majesty said throughout the sitti 
Conference at Constantinople, England’ 
object had been to maintain the peace of 
Europe aud obtain the better Government 
of the Provinces without infringing on the 
integrity of Turke 
While regretting that the proposals of 
the Groat Powers were rejected by the 
Porte, the Speech expresses hopes that an 
honourable peace may be concluded. 
The Speech lao refers to the assump- 
jo of Empress, the Indian 
andthe administration of the 


19th February. 

All negotiations for peace are at present 
suspended ; Lords Besoonafield and Salis 
bury both firmly protest against any 
coercion being used towards Turkey. 

The Chinese Embassy attended the 
opening of Parliamo 

‘Onircany.—Mr. James Merry. 

































Clippings. 





It in notified that the Board of Trade has 
warded portfolio of chromo-lithograpba of 
English scenery toa Chinese official at Taine 






in acknowledgment of his assistance to 
crows of two British vessels wrecked in Chi- 
nese waters, in feeding, lodging, and providing 
‘conveyances for them. ses 

A special despatch to the New York World, 
dated Washington, 13th December, says that 
the sub-committee of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs would make a report next day 
on the Japaneseindemnity fund, recommending 
that be returued to th - 
ment. The despatch adds 
would probably approve the report of 
sub-committee and’ make » like report to the 

fouse. 













‘Tho L. & O. Express says that, 
the morning of December 27th 
ed on board the Ulyues (atr.), for 
» lying in the Birkeuhesd Dock, 
which’ was fortunately extinguished in 
half an hour, the fire bas 
ot been ascertained. It o 
might have been far 
ite results had it not been 
discovered soon after the outbreak of the 
flames, na the atoamer had juat shipped a 
valuable cargo of Manchester govds, ‘The 
actual damage is considerable. 









more serious 








Qn the 15th Decomber the Japanese Minister 
at Washington presented to President Grant a 
etter addressed to him by the Mikado, of 
which the following is a translation To 
his Excellency the President of the United 
States, General Ulysses S, Grant.—Great and 
Good Friend,—Now that the great Exposition 
in honour of the one hundredth year of your 
Excolleucy’s National Government has been 
‘eminently successful, I write to congratulate 

‘ou and the people ‘over whom you preside 

rom my subjects in the United States I have 
heard nothing but words of kindness in regard 

ated, 
en OUF 
tendency to strengthen 
the friendship already existing. I would 
hore express the sincere hope that the incom- 
ing century will not only witneas the continued 
progress and proaperty of your 
Pi 































ranches of industry, but alao prove an era of 

yeace. This will be handed you in person by 
my Miniater residing near your Government, 
who has been directed to emphasise my very 
friendly congratulations. —Muteubito.—Tokio, 
the Jat day ofthe 10th month ofthe 9th year 
of i} 


‘We have to record another disaster to the 
anergetic Company whore steamers are now 
following the Torres Straits route to Australia, 

















‘The Eastern and Australian Mail Steam 
Compan 

das bee 

reef off one of the 

Group. The vessel, adds the telegram, is a 





total wreck, but all’ the passengers and crew 
are saved. " We find that the group of islands 
named is scattered around in the vicinity of 
Lat. 20.40 S., Long. 149.20 E., off the 
Queensland Coast, opposite Repulse Bay, and 
between Port Deuiaon (on the north)” and 
Port Bowen (on the south.) As the un- 
fortunate steamer left Hongkong on the 15th 
ultimo, via Singapore, ahe must have been on. 
her downward trip ; and it will be matter for 
congratulation that’ the intention at one time 
eotertained was abandoned by Sir Arthur 
Kennedy, of taking passage by this vessel. 
‘The mishap, coming as it does so soon after 
the catastrophe in which the Queensland was 
wrecked, will bea seriousblow to the Company ; 
but this popular service has been well 
appreciated, and it is to be hoped that 

‘energetic conductors ‘of the new line wi 
successfully maintain the ity of their 
gemmunication in spite of thove serious 














Iu the Indian papers several brief notices 

the Siamese Embassy to the Imperial As- 
semblage at Delhi appear and, carious to say, 
always in connection with the Neps ne 









had to be in their lace 
was one of the balconies facing th 
reserved for tho Politicals and some Native 
notabilities. In the centro seat was tho 
Yarkand Envoy, dressed in 
with plain grey turban, un 
was his large well-formed head, and features 
whici a physiog 
Kindly thaa, otherwis 
Siam’ Deput: 

























0, a number 
‘lack walking coats, wide- 
ul dhoties, and smoking cheroots, 
On their left were the Nepaulese represent 
atives, very amall_ gentlemen too, but got up 
the undress uuiform of -our general staff— 
luc frock coats and gold banded forage 
One very diminutive officer was, I hoa 
Brigadier-General, and he wore au Englit 
‘sword, which seemed almost as long as bim- 
self. ‘Two Burmese Indies wore also present, 
and seemed familiar and chatty.” 
‘Again on Proclamation Day they and tho 
Nepaulese were among the last of the Nota- 
es to arrive in the amphitheatre and 
described as follows 






























ensation, 
the former by tho tremendous cigars they 
smoked, and the Intter by the plumes and 
Giles ‘of emeralds in their bate.”—Straile 
ries. 


‘Tho trade between 












ue square-rigged veun 
1872 no less than 1 
tonnage of 56,158 tons, entered 
of a total tominge of 50,874 tons, 

it Baugkok, all under the 

vossels woro 
jamneso themselves, without, in 
assistance from 

‘Then agai 


ted Bangkob 















built by the 
the majority of 
er Europeans or Amer 
while in 1837 only sev 
of which were Englisb, vi 
1872 the amount of tonnago entered at tho 
port, including the Siamese vossels, reached 
132,416 tous, bringing imports to the value of 
$5,247,779, ‘and the amount of tonnage that 
Teft. the port reached 134,652 tons, taking 
‘away export to the value of $6,684,300. ‘The 
renent young King of Siam in said to 
ve done much for biy country during his 
short reign, ‘The erection of a good ligit at 
the entrance of the river, the establishment 
of a police force under able European sup 
vision, and the construction of several tine 
gunboats, are among the mauy improvements 
fiat have been elected since His 
came to the throne. At the prosent tin 
Siamese Government is also prosecuting 
unusual vigour » survey under the superi 
tendence of ‘Caplain. Loftus, for the purporo 
of mapping out the best tracks along which 
to construct telegraphic communication wit 
Burmab. ‘The route is intended to ru 
YFenang to Cowding, which is the we 
iamese territory vergi 
second expedition re- 
to Bangkok in Soptember last, ha 
examined the whole tract of country betwee 
Lacon aud Cli so that there thea 
remained only the: tract from Clampon to 
Bangkok to be surveyed. This-was expected 
tobe done in the early part of the present 
year, and surveys were theu to be sent home 
of the whole route and estimates invited for 
the construction of the line, A single wit 
has been Jaid from Bangkok to Pakoam at 
the entrance to the river, but this is practi- 
cally useless until the wholeling is constructed, 
En avant, Siam!—China Mail 









































































TERMS FOR ADVERTISING.—Ten Lint 
(space Bourgeois) and under, One Tael ; 
additional line One Mace, One-half of 


these charges for repetitions, Contracts 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 2isr FEBRUARY, 1877. 


‘Anervats are tho M.M. stonmer Tigre and P.’& O. steamer Travancore, with the London mails of 29th December 
and 5th January, respectively. ‘Farther the steamships Patroclus from Liverpool, and Oyphrones from London, and the 
ship Agnes Muir also from London. 












tually ceased on the Sth instant. ‘Tho natives withdrew from the market then, nor—until yesterday, 
ng'Ming auction—were there mauy of them visible beyond the precincts of their own premices by day, or the 
neighbouring '‘Sing-song” house by night. ‘They have kept strict holiday this year, and, altuough fourteen native Banks were reported 
‘open,” on the 18th, the shops in the city and suburbs, as well as in the foreign Settlements were closed up to last night, and only a 
fow of them are showing signs of opening this morning. 
Romour has it that the Northern steamers are to be laid on the berth on Saturday next, the 24th instant, and that the fi 
{ll sail hence on or about the 1st proximo, ‘Their cargoes of Piece Goods are said to be already provided, and waiting for t 
ir departure cannot be expected to agitate this market much ; and, to this provision, tlie utter absence this season of avy speculative 
or anticipatory burat—usual after the satisfactory settlement of accounts—is no doubt’ ascribabl 
just closed—if reports be true, has not been a very favourable one to the natives, But, considering that they 
a. ‘little more,” theit statements must be taken cum grano. No doubt their profits have 
iously prevented by the sufferings from drought and f the North and North-Western provinces, It, inasmuch 
‘as tho final results pectatious, with their doings in the past, and Lappy ve 
in the prospect, for thoy have —contentunent—peace and general prosperity. 
hope their fervi ‘ay be more than r "he Woottexs trade hae been a success, There ht falling off in 
extent, but the deal HEN men princi leared from 15 a 20 % all round, and, from this, our local brokers augur « 
speedy recovery of th ‘volume, if not a for the importer. 


Li-Knx.—Sir Thomas Wade's conve y of th 
connection therewith we print the following proclamations translated from the original in the Si 

‘Tho Superintendont of Maritime Customs has received a Despatch from the Viceroy Shen, Comptroller of the Southern Treaty- 
ports 

“On the Gth day of the 11th moon of the 2ad year of Kuang-i, we received a communication from the ‘'sung-li Yamén to the 
following effect — 

ie Yaméen hi 
Shanghai is to come into for 
accorded, of which we now gi 

‘The Superintendent of Maritim 
clause respecting opium is subject te 
opium is not included in the jum 


PIECE GOODS.—Bui 
when forced out by th 




























‘Lhe Chinese yea 
to having made their expenses anc 


































; the 13th instant, and in 
Pao, native newspaper, viz :—~ 








respectfully informed the Emperor of the day on which the abolition of Likin taxes in the foreign Sottl 
; and on the 28th of tho 10th moon 2nd year of Kuang-si, the gracious approval of His 
otice to all the Yainéns concerned, in order that they may act accordingly.’ 
istoms is also in receipt of 2 from His Excellency the Viceroy, to the effect that the 
eparte and especial arrangements, which, mi i ‘at Clifoo ; #0 that 
ity from Likin taxation ded to ot system of taxation 
(on opium) must therefore atill be pursued iu order to provide the necessary fi 
Despatches have also been received from the Comptrollers of the Northern and Southern ‘Treaty-ports (the Viceroys Li Hung-chang 
and Sheu Pao-chen) to the effect that they have informed the Minister for the Geri Empire of the above arrangement with regard to 
opium ; that he (the German Minister) has communicated the same to the Ji Yamén, ‘These communications having arrived, they 
have been imparted to all the concerned, and a proclamation is now immedi jon of all mercantile 
firme, stores, merchants and people. Ltt all obey without evasion ! 








































issued from the office for the collection of likin duties on foreign merchandise, 
Settlements of Shanghai, apd sold to native merchants, have hitherto been subject to 
te purposes) ; but now Despatches have been reoeived from the Tsung-li Yamon announ. 
‘arrangement in virtue of which, from the Int day of the 3rd year of the Kuan, 

ion of opium, may be sold in the foreign Settlements of Shanghai w 
instructions given to the heads of the Lil ‘ax Office, this Proclamat 


A Proclamation 




























‘merchants may order themselves accordingly. But th Ly 
opting the foreign seitlement, Opium, native produce, and foreign goods bing nent 
not paid the regular half-import duties, canuot be exempted. These will all be subjected to Likin 





ine! Let there be no confusion! T! 





taxation, exactly as ‘no waleunderstanding woutly to be hoped.—A special 


proclamation !” 





The senteuce “But this immunity from taxation only applies to foreign goods while in tho foreign Settlement” is puzzling 
merchants geeatly, and until those who dwell immediately beyond the borers of the Settlements—and these form by far the greater 
portion of our local tradera—soe clearly that “their last atate will not be worse than their first,” their wants will be but sparingly 

‘The foreign Settlements cover but a small area around Shanghai, aud the consumption of purely foreign manufactures is not 
eat within them, 40 we ase that thie much discussed and lauded conorsion by or (rom tf. E: Li Hung-chang, beyond being a atop in 
the right direotion, is of little practical benelit to anybody. If the Taotai puts on the screw too hard, the shopkeepers avd dealers in 
the City aud suburbs say they will migrate in a body to the more favored concession grounds. 


When busines here, as above stated, thi 
Eagle, bat Sterlit 14 probably the noxt 
hardly avy vari last Sale, held, 
it not for tho belief that the Northera 0 interests 
Datch of steamers has left. Daring th 























1,80 a8 the value of Dewhurat's 
wuction yesteritay, C. P.H. chops shewed 
and this might carry comfort to ts of hole 
be compelled to uphold their value until afte 
took piace at Tis, 2.35 per pie 
day the Native banks took down their shutters 
offer being Tis. 1.85 and Tis. 1.95 per piece. Since then, commeucing ou Monday last, there have heen a few small operations con- 
cluded, 2,000 pieces of Blue Stag F.P. and Stewart, Thompson & Co.’s S.T. 7-Ib.’ Mexican 7-Cloths at Tis. 1.42 and Tis, 1.40 
1,000 pieces of Dewhurat’s 64-reed Maite Shirtings at Tis. 2.00 per piece ; 1,200 pieces of Figured Orleans at Tis, 3.55 per 
joes, 250 pieces of Velots ab TI. 0.17 per yard: and 100 pieces of est Dutch, Camlete ‘ty arrive” at ‘ie, 20.50 per piece, Ror 
Dutch Dla, Gelderman's, Tis. 2.274 has beed declined, aud there have bee enquiries for Americtn Jeans, but no busiuess transacted im 
tho article thus far; nor has there been anythiug dond in American Drills, but buyers aro beginning to talk about these last, at, 
however, rates which will not find favor with hol ‘Sheetings have been named since the holidays, but that is all, 


| An Auction of sea-damages, ex the Glenroy, comprising 7 and 8}-lb. Grey Shirtings, 7 Mez. an 8-1b, T-Cloths and a few Drills was 

heli yesterday afternoon, whereat, the $-Ib. and 7-Ib. Mexican 7-Cloths ; special chops of 8{-1h. Shirtinga; and the Drills sold well, but 

Chere were a0 buyers for the 7-1b. or for the commoner brands of the 8}-lb. Shirtings, and but little life in the competition for 7-1b. 
“Cloths. 
















































OP. B. Searlet, [Dark Biae.| Ae, 


Green. | Orange. | deh. | white L 
Camlets, Retail prices . 1280 | 1285 | 1350 | 127.0 | 13.7.5 m100 | 1 
Long Elle, » 6. 720 | 680 | 700 | 680 
Spanish Stripes, 05.14] 0.5.15] 0.5.8 | 0.5.5 1054) 0.5.7 
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Yous-Fowo, =| Scarlet. | Dk. Blue | Gentian. | Green, | Orange, [Ash [White Purple Black, |Brown|Mauve] Lt.Gt. | Sales. 
Auction 8th Feb., 1877. im ‘| ae 
Canlots 8.8.6. v. poe Figasia7s |i2.274825 [13.35/974 |12.265/10 13.60/505 | ...| .. 19.494 18.07 vn (427 60 
Sp. Stripes TTB. 0. | 097/874 | 0.563 | 0.58 | 2 pete eae a oe 
Eixiino, Aestion yetordo. 

PH. 12.724 {13.75 115.00 |13.824/80) 500 
500 
80 
312 














8}-1b., 15,600 pieces, at Tis. 1.73} for Yellow Ram ; Tis. 1.73 for Red Ram; Tis. 1.693 a 1.70 for Red Lion ; Tis, 1.66% 
fa 166 fot Yelle Lion y Wis: VOD a L.61 for Blue Lior, Tis, 188 6 151 for Grcen-Liony aad Telly 1,900 pieces, ak Tle, 1294 
for Blue Lion ; Tis. 1.203 for Green Lion. 


‘P-Cloths—7-1b. Green Ram, 950 pieces, at Tis. 1.10 per piece. 
Drilla—14.1b. Fosoic B40 











































































































QUOTATIONS—Dorr Par. | Dorr.* 
@. H Gnee Smerinos— Tame. a ‘sie Lome. Tame | Te. mc 
'6-lbs, 39 in, JASTINGS, 8. = "Per Chan, 
Tehama Gaurs Lasrivos, 0 ya $705, £80 } oo} arctan 
Crare era — ” Ke ‘4 
Prars—Do. lack .. moe + q 
Onusawe—Fig.,20 yds |," 3.6.0]¢ 020 per pest 
‘Special Colore & Patterns ,, 37.5 
G, B. Wise Sunerinos— 0.0.8 per por Metale and Sundvies, 
40 yas, bec in, 56K, nom: ¥ po. 1. Quregsruran reat 1 2.0.0 per pol. 
Small .0 040 
0 
0 025 
0 
eas 15-ib ° 1.2.5 
wy 14a 15 . 2.5 
Fine to Finest ,, O10» 0 
Dutch, 13 @ 14}-Ibs, 1. 0 0.2.5 
Tuans, Dh, Bent, 30). B0in. dhe? 8.5 ‘ ” 
Bn, ow» 8a Silbs. 0.0.74 
American y, 4) 6 06.0 4, 
Saxerina 0 
5 36 38iu. 1610s, nom, 0 0.12) 
Wha l6lbs ” .0 067k 
25.5 
24.6 
210 
235 012k 
2.6.0 
2.7.0 
5.8.5 
Bae 025 
9.5.0 
10.2.0 085 
11.5.0 
5.4.0 0.2.0 
4.8.0 
44.0 1! 
4.5.0 
re 0.2.0 
3.5.0 0.1.2 ” 
2.5.0 0.2.0 
2.0.0 
2.5.0 Oey 
1.6.0 
710 0.3.6 ” 
Vauvars—Black, % ‘+4 0.5.0 ° 4, 
Vacrernens: t os | 3.20 01s, 
Buor Dexeus: 0.0.34 per 30 yds. 3.6.0 
Diurries, 12 yy : { 0.0.63 per pee. 2.8.0 rar 
Mustixs, I2yds, 42in. no O. 0.035 ,, B asp toe 1.8.0 pe a 
Yanx—Corrox—Nos. 28 a 32 65. 0.7.0" per pol. || Saxpaziwood, Suuth Sea 3.4.0 
Castuats, English, S8 nom, jos’) Timer B00 04.0 4 
10. ialabay 
ra 0.7.0 0.0.3 
Duteb...... 5. = 050 Po 
Mapius & Broa Coors #54.0.7.0 oe |= Coars, Cardiff (cargo) 9.0.0 
Spanisn Sraire i cae (7 America ‘i 900 
oo ” 3 uli)... 5, 8.0.0 5 
: : Tie aa oe | 
Lona Fis— > Takesimna (large). |, 7.0.0 5, me 
: (dust). 3; 4.5.0 5, 
3 3.3.0 4, 
00.4 |S 3.0.0 5, 
5 
2.9.0 4, 0.1.5 per box 100 
" 24.5 8q. feet. 












































* Haikwan Syces Tis, 100=Sbapgbai Currency Tis. 111.40. 
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FREIGHTS.—Jerfalcon, British achooner, 287 tous, Takao to Colonies, no lay days—Private terma ; Jnverness, British brig, 725 tons, 
Shanghai to New York, no lay days—Private terms ; Zulw, British schooner, 388 tons, Foochow and-back, no Isy days—$1,700 in full ; 
Eaglet, British barque, 391 tons, Nagasaki and back, 15 lay days—$ 2.35 per ton, Coal. 


‘The Corrow and Merats markets have not yet opened. The only eale to be noted is one of common chop Lead at Tis, 6.75 per picul. For 
L.B., Ts, 5.80 is offered. 


EXCHANGE —We have again to report heavy fluctuations in exchange, In our last we quoted Bank paper 5e, 94d., but shortly after 
watda there were sellers at 5s, 10}d. Since then the market has steadily déclined, anid now the Lest quotation for Bank paper is 5s. 84., 
and Private bills are wanted at 5s. 4d. On India, after touching Rs, 316, rates close weak at{Rs, 3084 a 309. Hongkong, 26 per cont.— 


“not much doing. 


Noon. 


CLOSING KATES OF EXCHANGE. 
Ow Lonvow.—Bank Bil 












Credits, at 6 month : 

Do. ” to Private buyers. 

Bills with Documents, 6 

Ow Paris,—Banks at 6 mont! 

Credits, at 6 months’ 

Bills with Documents, 6 m, 

On Cavoorra.— Rank Bills, 

On Bommay.— ,, . 
On Honckoxa,~ Bank 











PRICES OF BULLION, 

Muxivan Do.tans.—75.7 Tia. per 100 Dollars, 

Canotos Dowtans.—827 ya oy wy 

Prxin Got Baxs.—98 Touch, 180.06 Taels, Shaughal Currency 
per Bar of Tis, 9.7.2 Chau-ping weight, 

Haixwaw Sycrx—111.3.5 Tavls Shanghai Currency per 100 Tls, 
Haikwan weight, 

Cawrox SyoeR ~109.5.0 ‘Tsel Shanghai Currenoy per 100 Teele 
Canton weight (nominal). 

Kian Sivan. 298 Touch or 17h Betternets, Shangbsi Currency 
per 100 Taele, Canton weight, 111.4, 

Corre® Casn.—1,490 per Tael, 



























OPIUM.—Roveipts of Opium since last report 1,177} Cheat, Buxoat, 837 Cheats, 
Stock on 8th inst... 249% ” 187 
3,673 Total... 1,608, 
Deliveries since 8th inst. .. » 623) 7 oy 
Present Stock .... ” 30195 ” ” 1,237 ” 
EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Tho China Now-Year holidays have entirely put a stop to business in silk since the issue of our last report, and the 
very disheartening news from home has naturally also combined to check any inclination to operate that might have boon 
shown during the Inst day or two with a tendency towards a weaker exchange. 


Since the departure of the last English mail on the 9th inst, the shipments are confined to 194 bales, and of these the 
Counting a few bales of ro-roels on joiut account, 
to 


10 time last year, 





principal portion were re-reels for America taken at previous quotations. 





some market Tsatlees and some yellow silk ou evusigument for this steamer, the settlements for the fortnight amou 


mnt of the season against 63,800 bales at the 








barely 200 bales, giving a total of 3,700 from the oo 


Until enquiry has become more yeneral any quotations are unreliable, but there are rumours of Blue Elop! 





t being 
of yood No. & Teatlee (the only one) 
jks are still neglected and will probably remain so for the rest of the season. 


offered at Tis, 460 which does not appexr dear with a reported purchase of a few bal 





at Tis, 440 per picul ; coara 





The London stocks of Tsatlees on the first of Inst month (officially returned at 9,622 bales against 12,868 in 1876, and of 


which notably the lower classes show a considerable falling off comparatively) help to show that the estimate of the various 





Aercriptions of silks exported for the season ns.given below is somewhere near tho mark, aud siuce Teatlees aro a very large 
per centage of the monthly deliveries, the scarcity of these particular grades must surely be realised before the new crop can 
arrive for use. Against this supposition however we have the chauces of war in Europe, the increased price of the raw 
material and the never-failing cry of bad Limes in the piece goods trade. 





Arrivals are insiguificant aud the unsold stock is estimated at between 15,500 aud 16,000 bi 





Exchange closes weak at bs. 7d. ¢ 5s. 84. for 6wjet. bills on Loudon. 
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Statement of Imports end Deliveries of Cottons and Woollen Piece Goods for the fortnight ending 19th Fob., 
1877, compiled from the “ Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 30 to 35, both Nos. inclusive. 








Re-Exrorts anp THx1n Dsstrxati0n. 





Goons. Pl gle alilgl gla gly 
g/d) al¢ 212) 4 /2/4]4 
DEIEIEIE AGAR CR ARARIEAGRED 



























Dyed Shcigs : 
Brocades and Spotted Shirtings, 


Turkey Red Suirting 
Velvete 


Spanish Stripe 
fedium and Broad Gio 
Camlets 
Long Ells 
Lastin, 
Grape Laatings 
Lustres, Plai 
» Rigured 


fron—Nail Rod 


“yp 
“90 
50 
9 
1,000 
as 
60 
50 
80 
20 





aw 





















































‘STOOKS AT DAYE BASED ON 
RIES, imronrs, Cuansen or Comatence RETURNS DATED 
Ast Jax., 1877. 

















































or fortoght, [Prom lat Suny | or fortnight | toma Sany. | At dats Agsioes 
or fort Say. fom tat Jang. | *At date oe 

2 ‘1877. J * © 1877. " Estimated. ; ist Feb, 1876, 

Gray Shirtings 39,200 | 299,082] 248,645 | 682,641 | 1,221,000 | 257,800] 703,200 

TCloths i 13,745 | 140,479] 104,960 | 265,890} 627,400 | 334,000] 863,000 

Whito Shirt 3,720 34,974 30,815 52 152;100 31,500 141,900 

23010 18,302 9,240 163,800 83,700 | 376,500 

230| 5,288 13,980 70,300 119,000 

re now | 700 2,050 48,000 13,100 78,400 

Dyed Shictinge 250 pe 28,000 

Beovades and Spotted Shirtings, Waite » 200 4,600 

” ” ” Dyed », 1,420 20,500 

Damasks, Dyed ‘640 6,100 

Chintzer 8,068, 74,600 

Tarkey Red § 4,085 7 52,000 

Vel 2,765, 15,900 

‘354 10,600 

17,248 40,000 

1,950 6,200 

500 11,500 
Spanish Stripes 3,510 
dium aud Broad Cioths 320 1,655 
Cvalots 1,170 7,220 
Long Eile 1,120 8,760 
Lastin 569 2493 
Grape 60 
Castros, Plain, 400 
1» Bigured 570 5,966 
te. Crape 250 450 
Lead in 8 4,758) 11,738 
Tron—Nail Rod 937; 6,062 




















# Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Lombardy, Amazone, Zambesi, Stentor, Agnes Muir, Cypkrenes, Patroclus, Tigre, Travancore, 
‘several Coasters, and of eundry Re-exports, 


$ Differences—excess—hetween the stocks of goods sold and unsold on 3lst December last, as shewn by the table compiled on the 
10th January, 1377, ant thoss given in the list issued by the Chamber of Commerce on 17th idem. The estimated stocks at 
date, ‘as above stated, are based upon the list issued by the Chamber of Cominerce ; but that, in eeveral of the more importint items, 
ia believed to be incorrect, inasmuch ax certain Chinese, who were heavy holders, were not called upon for, and did not render any Returns 
at the ise of lat yur, Tha he a eng fal he eperatractars i imperfech at thea dfereces mat be cued oi by the 
concerned, if they 100 0 position of stocks, at date, or the closest approzimation thereto that can be made witl 
resources at the command of the public. : 
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* COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Fenrvary 22, 1877. 


Anprvats.—(Not reported above.) —None other than Coasters. 


Deranrores.—(Not reported above.)—Febrnary 19th, British stesmer Stentor, for London. 


‘The English mail steamer Zambesi takes about 63 bales of Sixx. 


Exonance.—Ou London, Bank Bills, 6 months 








bt, 58, 74d. 


First-class Credita to Bank, 5s. 74d. a 5s, 72d. Private and 


Documentary, 5. 7jd. On Paris, Bank, Frs. 7.073. Private, Frs. 7.15. On India—Bombay Bank, Rs. 309. Calcutta Bank, Re, 309. 
de 





On Hongkong, Bank Bil 


id, 26 per cent. 


Private, 15 days’ 





jscount. 





Gold Bars, Tis. 179.00. Bar Silver, Sh. Tis. 


ight, 263, 
111.25, Mexican dollars, ‘Sh. Tis, 74.70 per 100. Carolus, Sb. Ts. 8100 er 160.” Cetper cas, 1,500 por tush 


t & Co. 





Snanes,—Messrs. J. P. 





i H, & 8, Bank.—A dividend of £1 sterling 
(equal to $4.80,) and here at 5s. 74¢ 


in Hongkong at Exchange 4s, 2 


























Report, at noon to-day, says :—Business has been dull during the week. 
share was declared at the meeting held on the 15th instant. 
» (equal to Tle, 

‘The profite for the last half-year, $464,717.29, are tho 


warrants were cashed 
3.56), making the dividend for the half yoar 








3.84 per cent, We now quote the % pre Exch. 75, quiet 
largest which the Bank ade imilar perind, since it was starte« 
$8. 8. N. Co.—A few lots of jed hands at 'lls,'94, and shares were placed yesterday at Tis. 95. 





Shanghai Gas Co.—Sales |x 
North-China Insurance Ce 
Chinese Insurance Co.—A few shat 














e been made at Ti 
—Shares are wa 








at Ts. 875. 
at $200 and Exchang 





‘They aro still wanted at these rates. 





8. & H. Wharf Co.—A wumber of shares have been placed at Tis. 85. The Annual General Meeting of Shareholders is called for the 


26th current. 


Chinese Imperial Loan,—Bonds are wanted at £1014. 





{The mild wrather on Friday led many people to think the cold was at an end, and that Spriog bad ect in. The wind got back to the 


Northward however on Saturday, aud Sunday a! 
marking 30° at sunset, and. falling to 20° during t 
‘Tuesday, blowing lalf’a gale from that quart 








oon was blowi das 
‘ight on board ship ia the 
terday, the therm, rose to 63, 





The 
Ye 








oh in the max. register, and 22 


has done on the bitterest day this winter, the therm. 





iad worked round to the Southward again on 














Shanghai Share Market. 





METEOROLOGICAL REPOR! 





| Divia, 
Last 


[pata 
MP. | Year, 


Stock. 








Banks, 


H'koug wuit Shai 
Banking Corp. 














$8; [Me 70 nom, 





Dock 





‘Shaughai Dock 200 ex div, 
4 Buowting Dock Co, 78h 
@ 
Shaugta, +00] rte az 











Breuich Gas Go a 





Insurance. 





he 620 
‘omiuat. 

'$ 200 Be. 7 
880 nom. 
165 nom. 


Is wl 


n 
af 









‘Miscollaneous, 


Sight Tug and) | 
rial 








Lighter Cony. 60 
Sih ad te . 

Whaet vo 100! 85 
suai 100 womiual, 
Sthat alm 

sy | 105n0m1, 
82% | 108 
8% | Woerdir, 
sx [thar 


9 

















ai 


J. P. BISSET & Co, 
= Sharebrokers. 





















| mie. ‘yerm i 
| Barometer, noun rat] Winn, | SS 
i Fi 
S|] os a3 

ae ceton $E 
Hy ak 
Fel * / 
| soa 





PASSENGERS. 
Deranren. 

Per str. Hiroshima Maru, for Nagasaki— 
Mr. H. Rees; 1 European,’ 1 Japanese, and 
1 Chinese in steerage. For Hiogo—3 Chinese 
and I Japanese in steerage. For Yokohama— 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Fischer and servant, and Mr. 
C. A. Rees ; 4 Chinese in steerage* For San 
Prancisco—Mr. and Mrs. E. Berland and child. 

Per str. Stentor, for Loudon—liss Wood- 
ward, Messrs. P. Davidson, W. R. Davidson, 
J. 5. Turner, and L. Osterholm. 

ARRIVED. 

Per str. Hiroshima Maru, from Jay 
Mrs. Kiya, Messre. J. Hl. Morrison, 
Short, J.’ Cooper, Guisimich, Yoshihave 
Kakuho, and Matsuda ; 1 European, 4 Japa: 
nese, aud 5 Chinese in steerage. 

























Mullerand Davie, . 
seau. From Hongkong—Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 
Mr. and Mrs. Crombie, Messrs. Barolez Meiler, 
Dalrymple. 
er str. Travancore, from Caleutta—Messrs. 
J, H, Reid and R. Leich. From Melbourne— 
Mr. J. Brown. " From| Hongkong—Messrs. 
Hutchison, Dryland, J. Kirk, aud J. Stephens; 
9 Seamen R.N., and 3 Chinese in steerage. 
igpe, from Hongkong, Amoy and 
W. J. Thompson, U.S.N., 
M. Hughes, W. R. Davidson, 
1 ; 139 Chinese in steerage. 
































Lravine. 


Zambesi, for Singapore—Mr, Thos. 
‘or Hongkong—Mesrrs. O. 
cia, G. Detring, and O. 









The Royal Exchange Assur- 
ance, of LONDON. 










Agents of th 

repared to yraut policies against Fire, at 
urrent Kates, leas 20 per cout diacowit, 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRK, 

Ayenti 

Shanghai, Ist April, 1872. 


Z3ima 
tf 781 











The London and Lancashire 
Fire Insurance Co. 





ed, having bon appointed 
Ayonts of the above Corporation, are 
prepared to graut policies ayainst. Firs, xt 
Current Kates, lens 20 per cont, discuunt, 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIKE, 
dy 

Shanghai, 9th Juno, 18; 











tf 1608 





Norwich Union Fire Insur- 
ance Society. 


1 ME undersigned having beon appointed 
Agents of the above SovieTy are 

prepared to grant Policies against fire on 

the usual terms and conditions. 

no-at ALFRED DEN'T & Oo, 

Bide 1612 Shanghai, 8th Jan., 1876. 





The Onion Marine Insurance 
Co. Limited. 


CAPITAL—£824, 000. 
apis undersigned Agents for the above 


Company are prepared to i 
current rates. 


SHAW, RIPLEY & Co. 








poli 








. Foockots, from Nagasaki—Mr, Hall, 


Shanghai, Slat Mar., 1875. 
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